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Most	of	you	will	have	heard	of	our	three	year	Heritage	Lottery	Funded	(HLF)	project	at	meetings	or	via	our	website,	but	I	will	take	
this	opportunity	to	outline	our	objectives	and	give	you	an	update	on	our	progress	during	the	first	six	months.		

The	main	aims	of	the	project	are	to:	

• Record	the	distribution	of	all	of	our	bat	species.	We	have	committed	to	record	at	least	one	species	in	80%	of	the	county's	
tetrads	(2	km	squares	-	615	in	total);	

• Increase	the	public's	interest	and	knowledge	of	bats	through	bat	walks,	talks	and	events;	
• Develop	publicity	resources	including	a	revamped	website,	information	leaflets,	educational	materials	and	social	media;	
• Deliver	training	at	all	levels	from	beginners	bat	detector	courses	to	more	advanced	sound	analysis	training;	
• Provide	survey	equipment	on	loan	to	volunteers	to	take	part	in	the	surveys	throughout	the	county;	
• Provide	evidence	and	data	to	support	the	designation	of	Local	Wildlife	Sites	for	bats	using	established	criteria;	and	
• Publish	a	'Status	of	Nottinghamshire	Bats'	report	at	the	end	of	the	project,	which	could	be	used	to	inform	future	monitoring	

and	conservation	projects.	

Once	we	 had	 notice	 that	 our	 application	was	
successful	 we	 began	 to	 plan	 buying	 the	
equipment	we	needed	to	start	the	project.	We	
wanted	 to	 buy	 a	 range	 of	 bat	 detectors	
suitable	 for	 people	 to	 install	 in	 their	 gardens,	
but	 also	 types	 that	 are	more	 suitable	 for	 bat	
walks	 and	 survey	 transects.	 We	 decided	 that	
our	 principle	 detector	 would	 be	 the	 Anabat	
Express	 (below	 left)	 due	 to	 its	 ease	 of	 use,	 reasonable	 cost	 and	 robustness.	 These	 detectors	 are	 perfect	 for	 leaving	 in	 remote	
locations	and	can	also	be	carried	on	a	walked	survey	with	each	recording	stamped	with	a	GPS	location.	The	ability	to	preserve	the	
survey	location	with	each	recording	has	made	management	of	the	vast	amounts	of	data	generated	much	easier	than	it	could	have	
been.	We	have	also	bought	three	of	the	extremely	sensitive	and	capable	Elekon	Batlogger	M	full	spectrum	detectors	(below	right),	
which	seem	to	be	able	to	record	bats	that	other	detectors	miss.	They	cost	twice	as	much	as	the	Anabats	but	have	already	proved	to	
be	extremely	effective,	especially	for	car	transects	and	in	habitats	where	we	expect	there	to	be	many	different	species.	Finally,	16	

Magenta	5	heterodyne	units	complete	our	bat	detector	armoury,	and	these	have	been	well	
used	on	bat	walks	and	training	events.			

Modern	 detectors	 are	 very	 easy	 to	 use.	 The	 hardest	 part	 comes	 later	 at	 home	with	 the	
analysis	of	all	of	the	recordings.	Therefore,	we	have	already	run	a	couple	of	training	sessions	
on	the	Anabat	sonogram	analysis	software,	Analook,	and	will	be	holding	more	this	year.	We	
are	also	planning	some	basic	practical	sessions	on	how	to	get	started	in	bat	detecting.	

The	funding	has	also	enabled	us	to	buy	our	own	harp	trap,	acoustic	lure	and	radio-tracking	equipment,	which	you	will	read	about	
below,	and	which	have	already	been	well	used	on	the	BCT	National	Nathusius'	Pipistrelle	Project	and	our	own	Barbastelle	Project.	

Welcome	to	the	annual	newsletter	of	Nottinghamshire	Bat	Group	☺ 	

We	didn’t	think	 it	possible,	but	2015	was	even	busier	and	more	productive	for	the	
bat	 group	 than	 2014!	We	 had	 a	 great	 year	 on	 all	 three	 of	 our	main	 projects,	 but	
equally	 importantly	like	to	think	we’ve	also	met	the	other	essential	objectives	of	a	
bat	 conservation	 group,	 which	 include	 maintaining	 a	 robust	 bat	 care	 network,	
undertaking	a	range	of	public	relations	events,	completing	surveys	for	the	National	
Bat	Monitoring	Programme	and	monitoring	bat	box	schemes,	providing	training	and	
progressing	committed	individuals	towards	their	bat	licences,	and	attending	homes	
and	churches	within	Natural	England’s	Volunteer	Bat	Roost	Visitor	network.	

So	 please	 enjoy	 reading	 about	 some	 of	 our	 antics	 in	 2015	 below,	 and	 please	
remember	to	visit	our	website	or	Facebook	page	to	see	what	we’re	up	to	in	2016!	

	EchoLocation	Location	–	an	update	

http://nottsbatgroup.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/NottinghamshireBatGroup/


So	what	have	we	achieved	in	the	first	six	months	of	the	project?	The	answer	is	quite	a	lot!	Some	highlights	are	listed	below:	

• We’ve	recorded	bats	 in	47%	of	the	county's	tetrads,	as	shown	on	the	map	below,	which	 is	over	halfway	towards	our	target.	
There	are	some	recordings	from	2015	still	awaiting	analysis	so	it	could	be	that	we	reach	the	50%	mark	in	the	next	week	or	two!		

• Over	100	people	have	been	directly	involved	in	carrying	out	some	form	of	survey;	
• We’ve	directly	engaged	with	over	350	people	at	talks	and	bat	walks;	
• We’ve	 attended	 four	 public	 events	 to	 talk	 to	 people	 about	 the	 project	 and	 bats	 in	

general,	such	as	the	Skylarks	Nature	Reserve	Heritage	Event	below;		
• We’ve	trained	25	people	to	use	sound	analysis	software	and	bat	detectors;	
• We’ve	rebuilt	our	website,	which	is	now	easier	to	update	and	much	more	user	friendly;	
• We	had	an	article	about	the	project	published	in	the	Bat	Conservation	Trust	(BCT)	Bat	

News;	
• Members	spoke	about	the	project	on	BBC	Radio	Nottingham	and	Notts	TV;	
• And	we	finally	have	a	leaflet	(below	right)	that	we	have	been	talking	about	for	years!!	

Plans	are	now	well	 underway	 for	 this	 year's	 events	 and	 surveys,	which	will	 be	advertised	at	meetings,	 via	our	email	 list	 and	 the	
website,	and	there	will	be	lots	of	opportunities	to	get	involved	in	doing	batty	things	throughout	the	county.	

Finally,	I	am	always	happy	to	hear	any	thoughts	you	have	about	the	project.	You	may	know	of	a	local	group	that	we	could	talk	to	or	a	
landowner	who	is	keen	to	know	about	the	bats	they	have.	Any	suggestions,	questions	or	ideas	would	be	gratefully	received!	

Michael	Walker,	Bat	Group	Chair	and	Project	Coordinator	
echolocationlocation@gmail.com	
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Nottinghamshire	Barbastelle	Project	
The	purpose	of	this	project	is	to	add	to	the	existing	limited	knowledge	of	the	distribution	and	conservation	status	of	the	
barbastelle	Barbastella	barbastellus	in	Nottinghamshire	and	the	surrounding	area.	This	project	employs	advanced	survey	
techniques	comprising	harp	traps,	mist	nets	and	acoustic	lures	(licensed	for	use	by	Natural	England)	but	is	augmented	by	
the	remote	deployment	of	automated	bat	detectors.	The	kit	has	been	funded	by	the	EchoLocation	Location	Project.	

On	 the	 first	 year	of	 this	project,	 in	 2015,	we	confirmed	 that	 this	 species	breeds	 along	 the	 eastern	 county	border	with	
seven	of	these	bats	caught	here	on	two	surveys	in	early	August,	six	of	which	were	breeding	females	including	one	caught	
only	400	m	from	the	Nottinghamshire	border.	We	know	two	of	these	females	had	also	bred	 in	2012	or	2013	by	tracing	
their	biometric	rings	to	Lincolnshire	bat	researchers.		

From	 new	 bat	 detector	 records	 we	 acquired	 this	 year	 we	 also	 know	 that	 at	 least	 one	 barbastelle	 continues	 to	 visit	
Creswell	Crags,	and	has	done	so	since	2013,	and	that	the	source	of	our	first	Notts	‘barb	record’	in	2011	is	likely	to	be	from	
a	nearby	 colony	 rather	 than	a	 transient	 visitor.	 Indeed,	 the	 last	bat	 caught	on	 the	 last	 ‘trapping	 survey’	undertaken	 in	
2015	was	a	sub-adult	male	barbastelle	caught	within	the	dispersal	or	commuting	zone	of	this	likely	colony.	

These	records	all	help	further	our	knowledge	of	the	distribution	and	status	of	this	elusive	bat	species	in	and	surrounding	
the	county,	and	 it	could	be	that	Nottinghamshire	supports	one	of	the	most	northerly	colonies	of	barbastelle	 in	the	UK,	
which	is	something	we	hope	to	look	into	next	year	on	the	project	when	we	also	hope	to	radio-track	some	of	these	bats.	In	
addition,	biological	samples	from	this	project	have	been	sent	to	Dr	Orly	Razgour	of	Bristol	University	for	genetic	analyses.		

Thank	you	to	all	of	you	(and	the	landowners	/	managers)	that	have	assisted	with	this	project	to	date.		
Matt	Cook,	Project	Coordinator	

mattcook@hotmail.co.uk	
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BCT	National	Nathusius’	Pipistrelle	Project	

I	 think	most	 of	 you	 are	 aware	 of	 our	 involvement	 with	 this	 project,	 but	 just	 in	 case	 you’re	 not,	 we’ve	 spent	 the	
summers	of	2014	and	2015	catching	Nathusius’	pipistrelles	using	harp	traps	and	acoustic	 lures	as	part	of	a	national	
scientific	 study	 involving	 several	 other	bat	 groups.	 The	 project’s	 overall	 aim	 is	 to	 further	our	understanding	 of	 the	
ecology	 and	 current	 status	 for	 Pipistrellus	 nathusii	 in	 Great	 Britain	 so	 that	 we	 can	 understand	 likely	 conservation	
threats.	 Although	 migration	 patterns	 of	 this	 species	 are	 relatively	 well	 understood	 in	 mainland	 Europe,	 the	
movements	 of	 these	 bats	 and	 their	migration	 routes	and	 origins	 are	 not	 very	well	 known	 in	 the	UK	 and	 there	 are	
historically	very	few	known	breeding	sites	on	mainland	GB.	This	project	is	intended	to	help	understand	the	origins	of	
our	Nathusius’	pips	through	stable	isotope	analysis	of	discrete	fur	samples	from	them	and	by	fitting	biometric	rings.	In	
2015	we	also	hoped	to	locate	maternity	roosts	of	this	species	via	radio-tracking	any	breeding	females.		

	

So	over	the	two	years	of	the	project,	our	Nottinghamshire	Bat	Group	cohort	has	now	successfully	fitted	unique	rings	
(as	shown	above)	to,	and	taken	fur	samples	from,	51	individual	Nathusius’	pips	to	contribute	to	this	national	project;	
38	of	these	bats	have	been	processed	within	Nottinghamshire,	11	at	Rutland	Water,	and	two	just	over	the	border	in	
Lincolnshire.	I	understand	that	we	should	soon	have	the	results	back	from	BCT	/	Exeter	University	that	will	determine	
the	origins	of	these	bats,	 and	 its	 surely	 just	a	matter	of	 time	before	one	of	 ‘our	bats’	 turns	up	somewhere	distant.	
Elsewhere	on	 the	project	 in	early	October	of	 last	 year,	 a	Nathusius’	pip	was	caught	 in	Sussex	 that	had	 travelled	an	
incredible	1400	km	from	Latvia!	

Interestingly	though,	within	our	cohort	alone	we	have	already	seen	six	recaptures	including	two	bats	that	have	either	
resided	at	the	same	site	between	the	summers	of	2014	and	2015,	or	have	migrated	and	returned,	and	then	one	bat	
that	 travelled	over	 10	km	 from	Colwick	Country	 Park	 to	 Attenborough	Nature	 Reserve	 at	 some	 point	between	6th	
August	and	19th	September	2015,	maybe	even	that	night.		

We	have	also	now	encountered	four	female	Nathusius’	pips	including	three	at	the	same	site	in	east	Nottinghamshire,	
of	which	two	had	bred	(although	not	necessarily	at	this	site)	and	one	was	a	sub-adult.	These	were	all	in	October	and	
therefore	possibly	on	migration,	so	because	of	this	and	the	late	time	of	year	we	did	not	opt	to	radio-track	them.	

Lastly,	we’ve	also	discovered	at	least	six	new	sites	for	this	species	within	and	bordering	Nottinghamshire	this	year,	via	
either	this	project	or	via	bat	detectors	funded	by	the	above	‘EchoLocation	Location’	project.	

Thank	you	 to	 all	of	 you	 (and	 the	 landowners	 /	managers)	 that	have	 assisted	with	 this	 project	 to	date.	 It’s	 likely	 to	
continue	in	2016,	although	perhaps	not	quite	as	many	surveys	as	the	30+	over	each	of	the	last	two	summers!	

Further	 information	on	the	 fantastic	results	on	 this	project	nationally,	and	 some	of	 the	excellent	media	 coverage	 it	
received	in	2015,	both	locally	and	nationally,	can	be	found	by	following	the	links	below:	

BCT:	http://www.bats.org.uk/news.php/291/on_the_bats_wing_do_i_fly_a_a_remarkable_journey		

Notts	TV:	http://nottstv.com/categories/news/?bctid=4499218433001	

The	One	Show:	http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p033ztv6	

Countryfile:	http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b06j8q70	
Matt	Cook,	Project	Coordinator	

mattcook@hotmail.co.uk	
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2015	was	our	busiest	year	to	date	for	bat	rescue	in	Notts,	with	a	total	of	76	bats	rescued	by	ten	carers:	57	from	Notts	and	19	from	
Derbyshire.	Despite	an	increase	in	the	number	of	carers,	which	definitely	helped	to	spread	the	load,	a	few	still	ended	up	very	busy	at	
times.	Rebecca	Dicks	topped	the	chart	with	a	total	of	31	bats	collected,	 including	16	from	Derbyshire.	We	have	had	an	increasing	
number	of	calls	to	bats	in	Derbyshire	in	the	last	two	years,	which	may	be	as	they	recruit	less	carers,	but	we	have	responded	as	often	
as	we	could.	As	in	most	years	the	main	call	out	period	was	July	to	the	end	of	September.	However,	a	number	of	calls	were	received	
in	January	and	February	to	grounded	bats,	maybe	due	to	the	mild	winter.	80%	of	bats	collected	in	the	winter	months	were	BLE’s	and	
70%	of	those	bats	were	successfully	released	in	the	following	months.	

In	summary,	we	attended	to	the	following	species:	36	common	pipistrelles,	eight	soprano	pipistrelles,	seven	brown	long-eared	bats,	
four	whiskered/Brandt’s	 bats,	 and	 two	 noctules.	 Records	 received	 so	 far	 indicate	 that	 of	 the	 57	 bats	 rescued	 in	Notts,	 26	were	
released,	 26	 died	 and	 five	 are	 still	 captive.	 This	 fits	with	 our	 usual	 overall	 success	 rate	 each	 year	 of	 about	 50%	of	 rescued	 bats	
surviving	or	being	released.		

We	had	fewer	young	pups	this	year,	which	was	a	big	relief!	Both	Becca	and	Natasja	Groenink	have	been	very	successful	with	posting	
young	bats	back	into	roosts.	As	usual	bats	popped	up	in	all	kinds	of	places;	we	even	had	a	common	pip	flying	around	a	ward	in	the	
QMC,	which	caused	great	excitement	–	this	was	released	along	a	quiet	stretch	of	the	River	Leen	nearby.	Another	common	pipistrelle	
made	 repeated	 appearances	 inside	 a	 children’s	 nursery	 in	 Sherwood;	 a	 huge	old	 building	with	 lots	 of	 hiding	 places!	After	 a	 few	
evenings	it	was	spotted	behind	a	window	frame,	where	the	staff	managed	to	contain	it	until	I	arrived	with	Angelena	Efstathiou.		

Other	interesting	cases	included	seven	common	pipistrelles	(females	and	juveniles)	from	the	same	house	in	Eastwood,	all	found	in	a	
conservatory,	 although	 the	 roost	was	never	 found	despite	 three	 visits.	 Several	 visits	were	also	made	 to	Tollerton	Church,	where	
soprano	pipistrelles	were	 finding	their	way	 inside,	and	were	successfully	 released	by	Lorna	Griffiths.	There	were	two	unfortunate	
cases	of	bats	damaged	beyond	rescue	by	sticky	substances	(probably	fly	paper):	one	a	brown	long-eared	bat	reported	by	a	vet	and	
the	other	a	noctule	from	Mansfield.	Happily,	another	noctule	collected	from	a	vet	 in	Gamston,	with	no	finder’s	address	attached,	
was	cared	for	by	Natasja	and	taken	to	nearby	Skylarks	Nature	Reserve	(Holme	Pierrepont)	where	it	was	successfully	released.	After	
much	hesitation	by	the	bat	 I	must	say,	she	eventually	took	off	and	we	were	treated	to	over	twenty	minutes	of	aerial	display	and	
feeding	buzzes	and	she	was	clearly	very	comfortable	back	in	the	wild.	Another	special	release	for	me	was	a	whiskered/Brandt’s	bat	
in	Wilford,	which	was	joined	by	other	bats	as	it	flew	from	the	box.	And	another	whiskered/Brandt’s	was	found	near	the	Ice	Arena	in	
the	centre	of	Nottingham;	later	released	in	the	nearest	green	space	–	Victoria	Park	on	Bath	Street.	

Up	near	Gainsborough,	Peter	had	a	couple	of	interesting	cases	via	the	BCT	helpline	(see	below).	An	elderly	man	had	bought	a	packet	
of	wrapped	bananas	 from	a	 local	 shop	 in	Retford.	When	he	got	 it	 home	and	unwrapped	 it	 a	bat	 flew	out!	 	As	 it	was	marked	as	
produce	of	The	Ivory	Coast	they	decided	to	treat	 it	 initially	as	a	suspected	illegal	 landing.	However,	Peter	found	a	very	sweet	and	
thirsty	male	common	pip,	which	had	almost	certainly	got	himself	all	wrapped	up	in	the	packing	plant.	As	he	couldn't	pinpoint	the	
location,	 after	 a	period	of	quarantine	he	was	 released	 locally.	 Peter	also	had	a	direct	 request	 from	BCT	 to	 check	out	a	 call	 from	
North	Derbyshire,	where	some	Forestry	Commission	workers	who	were	taking	down	bird	boxes	had	come	across	a	mole	in	one	of	
them.	As	the	mole	turned	out	to	be	a	common	pipistrelle	(!)	Peter	checked	him	over	and	released	him	the	same	evening.	

Margaret	Thurgood’s	long	term	captives	are	still	doing	well	–	the	two	whiskered	bats,	the	Natterer’s	and	the	brown	long-eared	bats	
have	been	out	and	about	as	usual	doing	their	excellent	job	of	raising	awareness	with	the	general	public.		

Towards	the	end	of	the	season	a	few	new	volunteers	offered	to	train	as	bat	carers,	so	this	is	great	news	for	2016.	A	few	of	us	were	
also	 lucky	 enough	 to	 attend	 a	 Bat	 Care	 Conference	 in	 November,	 organised	 by	 BCT,	 which	 was	 very	 informative	 and	 a	 great	
opportunity	to	meet	bat	carers	from	other	counties.	Last	year	we	also	reviewed	our	procedures	and	guidelines	on	bat	rescue	and	we	
now	have	a	protocol	for	Notts.	This	will	form	the	basis	of	future	training	days,	along	with	the	excellent	and	more	detailed	Bat	Care	
Guidelines	produced	by	BCT,	which	I	understand	are	due	very	shortly.		

This	year	we	are	planning	further	training	for	bat	carers,	and	will	be	improving	our	procedures	for	recording.	This	will	ensure	that	
bat	records	get	to	the	County	bat	and	mammal	recorder	(Michael	Walker)	more	quickly,	trends	and	potential	roost	problems	can	be	
spotted,	and	a	variety	of	data	can	be	compared	year	on	year.	

A	big	thank	you	to	everyone	who	helped	out	with	bat	rescue	during	2015,	and	those	coming	on	board	this	year.	We	will	hopefully	
soon	be	ready	for	whatever	comes	our	way!	

Lynn	Victor,	Bat	Care	Coordinator	
l.victor@ntlworld.com	

	

IF	YOU	NEED	HELP	WITH	A	GROUNDED	BAT:	CALL	0345	1300	228	or	VISIT	http://www.bats.org.uk/pages/help.html	
		

	Bat	care	round-up	



	

Nottinghamshire	Bat	Group	oversees	a	number	of	bat	related	activities.	A	vital	part	of	our	work	includes	bat	care	and	rehabilitation.	
The	same	bones	 that	make	up	human	hands	are	elongated	 in	bats	and	covered	by	a	delicate	cutaneous	wing	membrane.	During	
aerial	manoeuvres,	the	wing	membrane	stretches	and	billows	with	air	flow	and	therefore	can	be	exposed	to	turbulence,	which	can	
lead	to	injuries	such	as	strains	and	bruising.	Small	punctures	and	tears	are	also	commonplace	as	a	result	of	snagging	on	branches	or	
sharp	 objects	 such	 as	 nails	 and	 broken	 roofing	 slates.	 In	 such	 cases	 bats	 can	 usually	 heal	 with	 very	 little	 human	 intervention.	
However,	on	occasion	bats	can	procure	more	substantial	injuries,	which	may	require	more	intensive	care.		

In	July	2015,	a	common	pipistrelle	was	found	with	a	large	hole	in	its	wing	as	well	as	two	small	puncture	wounds	on	it’s	abdomen;	
possibly	the	result	of	a	domestic	cat	attack.	As	a	new	recruit	to	bat	care	I	had	only	administered	a	small	number	of	bats	with	minor	
ailments	 such	 as	 dehydration.	 As	 such,	 the	 prospect	 of	 attempting	 to	 rehabilitate	 a	 bat	with	 such	 a	major	 injury	was	 daunting.	
However,	a	quick	search	of	the	internet	uncovered	a	couple	of	similar	cases,	which	suggested	that	in	some	situations	it	was	possible	
to	heal	 large	 tears,	 in	 time.	 I	 also	discovered	 that	 injuries	 to	 a	bats	wing	 can	have	a	negative	effect	on	 its	 foraging	 success,	 and	
therefore	rapid	regeneration	of	the	membrane	becomes	a	physiological	priority.	In	the	wild,	seasonal	variations	in	diet	or	a	periodic	
shortage	of	food	may	compromise	energy	availability,	which	can	reduce	natural	wound	healing	ability.	Armed	with	this	information	
it	seemed	that	all	my	little	bat	required	was	time	and	food,	and	lots	of	it.		

The	little	bat	was	placed	in	a	large	rehabilitation	net,	allowing	adequate	space	to	manoeuvre,	and	more	importantly	to	exercise	its	
wings.	Apart	from	providing	fresh	food	and	water	on	a	daily	basis	the	bat	was	generally	left	to	its	own	devices,	and	the	photos	below	
show	its	progress.	Over	time	the	bat	became	more	active;	its	appetite	improved,	consuming	on	average	15	large	mealworms	a	day,	
and	to	my	surprise	it	began	to	flap	around	the	net.	After	another	couple	of	weeks,	it	became	apparent	that	the	bat	was	becoming	
impatient	to	leave	and	therefore	a	test	flight	was	arranged.		

The	following	week	the	little	bat	was	placed	within	a	large	
flying	net	and	we	sat	quietly	patient,	waiting	for	it	to	make	
a	move.	We	didn’t	have	to	wait	for	long;	after	a	couple	of	
false	starts	the	 little	bat	began	to	circumnavigate	the	net	
and	 it	became	evident	that	the	 little	bat	was	ready	to	go	
home.		

On	 Sunday	4th	October,	 after	 thirteen	weeks	of	 rehabilitation,	 the	 little	 Pipistrelle	bat	was	 taken	back	 to	 the	place	where	 it	was	
discovered	and	released	back	into	the	wild.	The	little	bat	was	free…...	

Lorna	Griffiths	
lorna.griffiths2008@my.ntu.ac.uk	

	

Skylarks	 Nature	 Reserve,	 owned	 by	 Nottinghamshire	 Wildlife	 Trust	 (NWT),	 has	 recently	 been	
extended	 with	 the	 help	 of	 the	 Heritage	 Lottery	 Fund.	 New	 wetland	 habitat	 has	 been	 created	 –	
providing	ideal	foraging	areas	for	bats	–	with	lots	of	linear	features	enhanced	and	created	to	provide	
commuting	routes	to	get	to	these	foraging	areas.		

Unfortunately,	despite	the	enhancements	and	the	knowledge	that	lots	of	bats	already	use	the	site	-	
a	range	of	species	have	been	recorded	here	including	Nathusius’	pipistrelle	and	barbastelle	-	there	
are	few	potential	roosting	sites.	

Therefore,	in	the	late	summer	of	2015,	volunteers	from	the	bat	group	and	staff	from	Notts	Wildlife	
Trust	were	involved	in	putting	up	a	dozen	bat	boxes	at	Skylarks	Nature	Reserve,	 in	a	small	area	of	
plantation	woodland	to	the	south	of	the	site.	After	just	a	few	weeks,	Chris	Turner	checked	the	boxes	
from	ground	level	and	discovered	that	a	bat	was	using	one	of	the	boxes	already!	

Additionally,	we	decided	to	erect	what	is	probably	the	largest	bat	roost	box	in	the	county	–	as	shown	in	the	photo	right	–	and	one	
that	we	hope	will	be	used	as	a	maternity	roost	in	the	future.	This	has	a	number	of	different	chambers,	and	is	painted	black	to	help	
retain	heat.	It	has	also	been	carefully	positioned	in	the	hope	that	it	will	get	sun	all	through	the	day	in	order	to	maintain	a	constant	
temperature.	Fingers	crossed	that	bats	take	up	residence	in	2016!		

Ruth	Testa,	Reserve	Manager	
ruthtesta@hotmail.com	

	A	good	recovery…..	

	Bats	and	Skylarks	
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Center	Parcs	Bat	Boxes	
Center	Parcs	is	possibly	one	of	the	best	sites	in	the	
county	for	bats	as	it	has	a	great	range	of	habitats	so	
beloved	by	these	mammals.	The	holiday	village	has	
over	250	bat	boxes	of	various	types	and	these	have	
been	 surveyed	 over	 many	 years,	 as	 per	 Barry	
Collins’	 excellent	 presentation	 to	 the	 bat	 group	 in	
January	2015.		

This	 year	 we	 have	 only	 checked	 the	 boxes	 in	 the	
autumn,	with	visits	in	October	and	November.		We	
managed	 to	 check	 about	 three-quarters	 of	 the	
boxes	 –	yes,	 there	 are	 that	many	 and	 it	 is	 a	 huge	
site	–	with	the	help	of	two	of	the	rangers.			

In	 total,	 we	 found	 39	 bats	 consisting	 of	 eight	
soprano	 pipistrelle,	 one	 common	 pipistrelle,	 two	
Pipistrelle	 spp.,	 five	 Leisler’s	 bats,	 14	 noctule,	 two	
Nyctalus	 spp.	 and	 seven	 brown	 long-eared	 bats.		
Finding	 Leisler’s	 is	 always	 exciting,	 as	 it	 is	 a	
speciality	of	this	site,	but	the	undoubted	highlight,	
was	 finding	 seven	brown	 long-eared	bats	 together	
in	one	box.	One	of	these	bats	is	shown	below.	

	
The	 local	 knowledge	of	 the	 rangers	was	 key	here,	
as	 they	 were	 aware	 of	 the	 roost	 that	 was	 on	 a	
balcony	 of	 one	 of	 the	 lodges.	 	 Fortunately	 the	
holiday-makers	 were	 in	 their	 lodge	 when	 we	
arrived	 and	 were	 willing	 to	 have	 a	 group	 of	 bat	
workers	 trudge	 through	 their	 lodge	 to	 reach	 the	
upstairs	 balcony.	 	 They	 were	 however	 just	 as	
excited	as	we	were	when	we	opened	the	Schwegler	
2F	 box	 to	 find	 seven	members	 of	 this	 charismatic	
species	inside.	Interestingly,	they	were	all	males…...	

Phil	Carter	

Ploughman	Wood	Bat	Boxes	
We	checked	the	new	bat	box	scheme	at	Ploughman	
Wood	 in	 October.	 The	 boxes	 were	 installed	 in	
November	 2014	 (see	 last	 year’s	 newsletter)	 and	
this	was	their	first	check.	The	scheme	comprises	48	
boxes	 of	 equal	 numbers	 of	 ‘standard’	 boxes,	 Kent	
bat	boxes	and	hibernation	boxes,	which	are	located	
in	four	separate	areas	of	the	woodland.		

These	 areas	 have	 been	 chosen	 to	 represent	 the	
different	 habitats	 within	 this	 managed	 woodland:	
12	 boxes	 are	 in	 a	 recently	 coppiced	 area,	 12	 are	
close	to	the	edge	of	a	glade,	12	are	in	the	heart	of	a	
limited	intervention	section	and	12	are	located	in	a	
similar	section	but	closer	to	the	edge	of	the	wood.		

A	single	soprano	pipistrelle	was	found	in	one	of	the	
Kent	 boxes	 close	 to	 the	 glade	 early	 on	 in	 the	
survey,	but	alas	this	was	to	be	the	only	bat	found.	
Obviously,	 it's	 early	days	with	 this	 scheme	 though	
and	we	hope	we’ll	record	more	bats	in	the	future.		

	

After	this	survey	we	also	visited	a	private	woodland	
nearby	 to	 look	 at	 some	 boxes	 installed	 there	 at	 a	
similar	 time	 to	 those	 above.	Here	we	 found	 three	
soprano	pipistrelle	in	a	CJM	crevice	box	which	gives	
us	hope	for	our	scheme	at	Ploughman	Wood.	

Michael	Walker	

Clumber	Park	Bat	Boxes	
Back	 in	March	2015,	 in	 conjunction	with	 the	 rangers,	we	made	and	 installed	 30	bat	boxes	 in	Clumber	Park	 from	sawn	
timber	provided	by	The	National	Trust.	It	was	an	excellent	day	with	a	variety	of	members	attending.	Partly	because	they	
are	easy	to	cut	and	construct,	but	also	because	bats	seems	to	like	the	design,	we	opted	to	use	the	‘Kent	Bat	Box’	design		
(http://www.bats.org.uk/pages/bat_boxes.html)	 for	all	of	 them	in	 this	new	area.	Upon	checking	these	bat	boxes	 in	 late	
October	2015	we	were	chuffed	to	find	three	Pips	in	the	first	box	already!	Hopefully	we’ll	find	more	next	time	we	visit.….	J	

Matt	Cook		
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Last	year	(2015)	I	attended	the	BCT	National	Bat	Conference	for	the	first	time	and	what	a	great	weekend	of	batty	madness.	Experts	
and	 enthusiasts	 united	 for	 a	 fun-filled	 and	 informative	 weekend	 showcasing	 the	 latest	 research	 and	 technology	 that	 is	 helping	
conserve	and	understand	this	unique	mammal	group.		

Saturday’s	 theme	was	 regarding	 the	survey	of	bats	and	advances	 in	 technology	and	 included	 talks	 from	students,	professors	and	
professional	ecologists.	One	of	my	highlights	was	the	footage	of	bats	shot	on	the	SLX	Merlin	(Selex-ES),	the	only	HD	infrared	camera	
in	 the	world!	 The	 footage	 that	 has	 been	 captured	 is	 spectacular	with	 the	 camera	 being	 sensitive	 to	 temperature	 differences	 of	
0.02°C.	 It	 is	a	shame	the	camera	costs	more	than	a	house,	but	 it’s	now	the	number	one	 item	on	my	“if	 I	won	the	 lottery”	 list.	Dr	
Stuart	Newson	presented	the	Norfolk	Bat	Survey	and	how	with	the	help	of	citizen	science	and	static	detectors,	15%	of	Norfolk	has	
been	 surveyed.	He	also	 talked	about	 the	 challenges	of	 the	amount	of	data	being	 collected.	Another	 very	 interesting	 talk	was	by	
Andrew	Wakefield	and	how	LEDs	effect	bat	avoidance	behaviour	in	moths.	This	looks	to	be	very	important	work	as	so	little	is	known	
about	their	effect	on	wildlife	and	LEDs	are	predicted	to	comprise	70%	of	outdoor	lighting	by	2020.	Finally,	one	of	the	most	talked	
about	presentations	over	the	whole	conference	was	from	Erik	Korsten,	who	has	been	working	on	locating	hibernation	sites	in	the	
urban	environment.	His	talk	was	a	big	hit	although	you	could	see	some	panic	in	the	room	-	has	he	discovered	where	all	the	pips	go!?	
Some	of	the	buildings	in	which	they	have	been	found	are	rather	unusual,	such	as	tower	blocks	and	high-rise	car	parks.		

Sunday	 was	 focused	 on	 bat	 ecology	 and	 was	 opened	 by	 Dr	 Gareth	 Jones	 talking	 about	 Bristol	 University’s	 contribution	 to	 bat	
ecology	and	conservation	over	 the	 last	30	years;	 it	was	a	great	 turnout	 for	 the	 first	 talk	considering	the	Ceilidh	the	night	before!	
There	 was	 also	 some	 great	 talks	 on	 barbastelle	 bats	 in	 the	 Lincolnshire	 fens	 by	 Dr	 Ian	 Davidson-Watts;	 on	 the	 BCT	 National	
Nathusius	Pipistrelle	Project	–	see	above	-	by	the	(now	late)	Dr	Kate	Barlow;	the	role	of	resource	partitioning	in	supporting	UK	bat	
species	and	the	implications	for	the	development	of	ecological	networks	to	reconnect	fragmented	landscapes.		

My	favourite	talk	of	the	day	was	Dr	Orly	Razgour	who	spoke	about	her	work	with	grey	long-eared	bats	and	the	effects	of	climate	
change,	 using	 genetic	 tools	 and	 ecological	 research,	 to	 understand	 and	 predict	 bats	 responses	 to	 these	 global	 environmental	
changes;	she	will	next	be	undertaking	this	with	the	barbastelle	bat	as	the	focus	species.	With	lots	more	fascinating	talks	than	I	can	
mention	 the	 conference	 is	 definitely	 well	 worth	 the	 money	 and	 you	 also	 get	 to	 attend	 a	 workshop	 each	 day.	 I	 attended	 the	
Volunteer	Bat	Roost	Visitor	and	the	social	calls	workshop,	which	were	both	very	informative	and	useful.		

It	was	also	great	getting	to	spend	a	whole	weekend	with	hundreds	of	other	batty	folk,	and	it’s	 inspiring	to	talk	to	all	the	different	
people	out	there	helping	with	bat	conservation!	Don’t	forget	that	the	East	Midlands	regional	BCT	conference	is	coming	up	soon,	on	
the	12th	March,	which	I	am	sure	will	be	another	great	day	out!	

Angelena	Efstathiou	
angelenaefstathiou@gmail.com 

	
	

Rushcliffe	Hibernaculum	

Ten	bat	group	members	visited	the	hibernaculum	at	Rushcliffe	County	Park	on	January	16th	for	the	first	survey	of	2016.	
This	purpose	built	structure	was	completed	in	1992	as	mitigation	for	the	loss	of	a	bat	roost.	It's	a	tunnel	of	just	over	50	m	
long	with	lots	of	nooks	and	crannies	suitable	for	bats	to	roost	in.	The	first	bats,	two	brown	long-eared	bats,	were	recorded	
in	the	tunnel	in	2001	but	droppings	had	been	noted	in	previous	years.	Since	then,	more	brown	long-eared	bats	have	been	
recorded	but	never	more	than	three	and	often	none	at	all.	We	always	find	lots	of	droppings	though,	which	suggests	that	
they	are	probably	roosting	in	sections	where	we	can't	see	them.			

When	the	tunnel	was	built	 the	vent	to	draw	cold	air	into	the	tunnel	was	not	correctly	installed	so	 last	year	with	funding	
from	Rushcliffe	Borough	Council	this	was	finally	fixed	and	a	new	vent	was	added.	There	is	now	a	noticeable	draw	of	air	and	
a	definite	increase	in	humidity.	The	fact	that	it	was	still	a	little	warm	in	the	end	chamber	was	probably	more	to	do	with	the	
weird	winter	we	are	having	 this	 year;	 although	 the	external	 temperature	on	our	 survey	day	was	0°C	 it	had	been	much	
warmer	for	a	few	days	before	then.			

There	are	still	more	improvements	to	make	especially	in	the	provision	of	roosting	places.	There	were	originally	a	number	
of	bat	bricks	cemented	to	the	tunnel	walls,	which	have	now	fallen	off!	As	these	have	been	the	primary	roosting	sites	for	
the	bats	that	have	been	found	here	we	will	arrange	a	morning	in	the	summer	to	repair	these.		

Michael	Walker	

	BCT	National	Bat	Conference	



  

	

Creswell	Crags	
A	full	survey	party	from	Nottinghamshire	Bat	Group	
visited	Creswell	Crags	on	Saturday	6th	February	to	
see	 how	 the	 hibernating	 bats	 were	 doing	 in	 this	
strange	winter	we’re	having.		

The	Crags	are	well	known	for	their	hibernating	bats	
with	 several	species	 recorded	 including	Natterer’s,	
Daubenton’s,	 brown	 long-eared	 and	 whiskered	
bats.	We	were	 led	by	honorary	 life	member	of	the	
bat	 group,	 Derrick	 Eames,	who	 has	 been	 studying	
the	bats	of	 the	Crags	 for	over	30	years.	He’s	been		
studying	the	Crags	for	much	 longer	as	they	were	a	
popular	 playground	 for	 the	 local	 children	 long	
before	they	became	significant	for	bats!	

	

After	 an	 introduction	 to	 the	 Crags	 by	 Derrick	 we	
ventured	 in	 to	 see	 what	 we	 could	 find……	 The	
number	of	droppings	was	down	on	previous	years	
and	despite	a	good	search	we	didn’t	find	any	bats;	
it’s	 always	 a	 difficult	 place	 to	 survey	 as	 bats	 are	
tucked	 away	 in	 the	 many	 crevices.	 Despite	 the	
negative	 result	 though,	 it	was	a	good	day	out	and	
opportunity	 to	 train	 people,	 including	 how	 to	 use	
our	 new	 endoscopes,	 which	 have	 been	 bought	 by	
the	 Heritage	 Lottery	 Fund	 via	 our	 EchoLocation	
Location	project.	Fingers	crossed	for	next	time!	

Michael	Walker	
	

New	bat	books	and	DVD	

The	 following	 books	 have	 just	 come	 out	 and	 are	
well	worth	a	peruse:	

Christian	Dietz	and	Andreas	Kiefer	(2016)	-	The	Bats	
of	Britain	and	Europe	

Merlin	Tuttle	(2015)	–	The	Secret	Lives	of	Bats:	My	
Adventures	 with	 the	 World’s	 Most	Misunderstood	
Mammals	

And	then	we	can	also	highly	recommend	this	DVD,	
which	 has	 been	 co-compiled	 by	 a	 local	 naturalist	
and	 wildlife	 cameraman,	 Paul	 Wetton,	 and	 is	 the	
first	 ever	 DVD	 to	 take	 an	 in	 depth	 look	 at	 all	 the	
mammals	of	Britain,	including	all	18	bat	species.	

 

Meetings,	events,	talks	and	walks	
Finally,	our	next	 indoor	meeting	 is	on	7th	March	at	
the	White	Post	Inn	with	a	talk	on	bats	in	Gibraltar.		

We’ll	 also	 be	 announcing	 some	 Spring	 members	
events	soon,	but	are	particularly	looking	for	people	
to	 help	 on	 a	 range	 of	public	 events	 too	 this	 year.	
These	are	an	excellent	way	to	test	your	knowledge	
and	learn	about	both	people	and	bats!	Perhaps	you	
can	help	set-up	or	deliver	a	talk,	 lead	or	help	on	a	
bat	 walk,	 coordinate	 the	 loan	 of	 equipment,	 or	
attend	a	 stand	 at	a	 show?	 If	 you	can	please	email	
Michael	via	echolocationlocation@gmail.com	J	

	

Except	where	credited,	all	text	and	formatting	(and	therefore	mistakes!)	by	Matt	Cook.	Many	thanks	to	all	those	members	
who’ve	penned	an	article	for	this	edition	-	we	welcome	anything	bat	related	from	any	member.	Our	next	newsletter	will	be	
in	February	or	March	2017.	Until	then,	please	remember	to	visit	our	website	or	Facebook	page	and	….…….	happy	batting!	J		

Matt	Cook		
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http://nottsbatgroup.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/NottinghamshireBatGroup/



