
 

 
 
Issue five – March 2013 
 
In this issue…. 
Bat care workshop. 
Barbastelle Project update. 
Bat books. 
Geoffroy’s bat in the UK. 
Recording update 

Up and coming events 
To book on any of these events 
or for more details use the 
email address at the top of the 
newsletter. 
 
Bat Sound Analysis Workshop 
Saturday 6

th
 April   9.30am to 

12.30pm at the Notts Wildlife 
Trust office, Sneinton, 
Nottingham. 
This workshop will look at the 
basics of bat calls and how to 
use software to identify them.  
We will mainly be concentrating 
on the analook program as this 
is the format we use for remote 
and transect recording.  
Batsound and Batscan will also 
be discussed.  The general bat 
call information is useful for 
whichever system you use.  All 
members are welcome but 
priory will be given to those 
who have offered to help with 
bat group recordings this 
summer.  Booking is essential. 
See the end of this newsletter 
for a download that should be 
useful to help you set up 
analook.  
 
Wake up your ears 
Monday 8

th
 April  8.00pm 

Colwick Country Park 
An opportunity to re-learn all 
the bat calls you will have last 
heard in the autumn.  Colwick 
has the potential for several 
species and always gives 

Winter roost surveys 

When I started to put this newsletter together it looked like spring was nearly 
here.  There had been several milder nights and bats had been seen out 
hunting after insects.  As I write now though snow covers the ground and the 
week is set to stay very cold.  I hope the bats that were reported earlier in 
the month  managed to find enough food in the milder spell to keep them 
going until this cold snap ends and spring has another try at starting 

There are few regular hibernation sites in Nottinghamshire with only Creswell 
Crags recording bats on an annual basis.  This may be due to us not spending 
enough time looking for hibernation sites or that they really are quite rare 
here.   If you know of any structures that we should be looking at please let 
us know.  

There were no bats found again this year at the purpose built hibernacular at 
Rushcliffe County Park.  The interior was once again too warm.   We have 
been investigating how we can improve this and install the vent that was in 
the original design but never built.  There is a possibility of some funding for 
this work which we would like to complete before next winter.   

Bat Care Workshop 

2012 was the wettest year since records began in England and prolonged wet 
weather is rarely good for bats. Even if it might result in more midges and 
other diptera, if it’s constantly 
raining then foraging is not fun! 
2012 was particularly bad for 
baby bats (pups) as the period 
between April and June, when 
mothers need to be in prime 
condition and pups are born, was 
also the wettest on record. 

As a result Nottinghamshire Bat 
Group’s bat carers experienced a 
very busy summer, particularly 
with grounded and emaciated 
pups and juveniles. And 
unsurprisingly it was the same story across the border in Derbyshire. Shortly 
into the active bat season the limited numbers of bat carers in both counties 
were struggling to cope with the deluge (no pun intended) of grounded bats. 

During conversations between members of Nottinghamshire Bat Group and 
committee members of Derbyshire Bat Conservation Group (DBCG) it 
became apparent that both groups needed new bat care recruits. And in fact 
old recruits also might want a bit of a refresher and to get together to swap 
ideas and advice. All geared towards giving the best possible level of bat care 
whilst spreading the ‘load’ as much as possible. And ultimately making sure 
we are better resourced for another bad year, which seems increasingly likely 



opportunities for splitting 45 
and 55kHz pips.   
Continued…………………………………………….. 

Meet at the carpark next to the 
warden’s hut.  Spare detectors 
are available and beginners are 
especially welcome. 
 
Saturday 13

th
 April – Bat Box 

Check @ Center Parcs 
First check of 2013. Start time 
10am at the main reception 
gate. Stay as long as you can 
(There are 250 boxes overall!). 
Bring lunch.  Booking essential.   
 
Other dates for Center Parcs 
and Clumber Park will be 
arranged soon and will be 
advertised via email and the 
group forum. 
 

Nottinghamshire 
Barbastelle Project 
Update 
 
Last year’s search for new 
Barbastelle records didn’t go 
well for many reasons.  The 
main one was the weather 
which I’m sure I don’t need to 
remind you was awful.  We also 
had technical problems with 
our SM2+BAT remote detector 
which wasn’t recording as it 
should.  It was left in areas 
where there should have been 
good numbers of bats but when 
collected a week or so later 
hardly any were recorded.  It 
turned out to be a faulty 
microphone which has now 
been replaced under the 
warranty.  Before the fault 
developed though it had done 
several weeks work at Kneeton, 
Stoke Bardolph and RAF 
Syerston.  At all these sites 
good numbers of several 
species were recorded but 
unfortunately no barbastelles.   
We have targeted a few sites 
for this season so hopefully the 
weather will be better! 
 
See the downloads section for 
more details on this project. 
 
 
 
 

with our changing climate. 

So in the late summer, once the influx of 
bat casualties had thankfully reduced, 
Marian Mackinnon of DBCG and myself 
set about organising a bat care 
workshop with the blessings of BCT (Bea 
Ayling and Lisa Worledge) and our 
respective Chairpersons, Alan Wragg 
(DBCG) and Michael Walker.  

A date in the autumn was decided as it would follow the busiest period for 
most bat workers yet experiences from the summer would still be fresh. A 
venue central to members of both bat groups was chosen, Attenborough 
Nature Reserve, and now all we needed were some ‘teachers’. 

Whilst Marian and I have been bat carers for a couple of years we felt it best 
to secure the finest and most experienced minds in local bat care, to give the 
best advice and reveal the best anecdotes. It also helped that between them 
they had good experience of public speaking and a handful of captive bats to 
demo! So up stepped the expert double act of Lynn Victor and Margaret 
Thurgood. 

The workshop took place on Saturday 17th November and was attended by 
almost 30 people from the two bat groups. Fair play to Derbyshire who just 
pipped us on the head count, but fair play to us in Nottinghamshire as the 
venue was perfect. The workshop started at around 10 am with a cuppa and 

an informal catch up. Then 
shortly afterwards Lynn 
commenced proceedings. The 
workshop was structured 
around the current BCT Bat 
Care Guidelines 
(http://www.bats.org.uk/page
s/batcare.html), however it 
was designed to be informal 
and to encourage feedback 
and discussion. Good job really 
as some of the Derbyshire lot 
are right chatterboxes! Topics 

and discussions ranged from legislation, to rabies jabs, to kit required, to 
where to get started, to treatment, and so on. 

In the afternoon Margaret set up her ‘bat tent’ and carefully allowed those 
inexperienced bat handlers to become slightly more experienced, under her 
close supervision. It’s probably safe to say that for some attendees this 
session (split into two halves) was the highlight. 

The expertly structured and delivered schedule finished promptly at 3 pm 
following a planned discussion at the end for any burning issues. Feedback 
since the event has been overwhelmingly positive. DBCG were incredibly 
grateful for us hosting the event and have commented that the bar has now 
been set high for similar future events. Credit for this must go straight to 
Lynn and Margaret. A big thank you though also to Marian for help with the 
organisation. Word has spread and BCT (Lisa Worledge) have commented 
how positive it is to see such a collaborative event between two local bat 
groups. 

Above all though, the real test is yet to come. We’ve had the training, we 

http://www.bats.org.uk/pages/batcare.html
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Bat Books 
British Bat Calls 
A Guide to Species 
Identification. 
Jon Russ 
 

 
 
This long awaited update of 
Jon’s previous book on bat 
sound analysis arrived after 
what seemed like an endless 
wait following delay after delay.  
Was it worth waiting for? A very 
definite yes! 
     The book begins with a very 
readable physics lesson about 
the properties of sound and 
goes on to describe how bats 
use it for navigation, feeding 
and communication.  The 
following two sections cover 
bat detectors and sound 
analysis software and gives 
comparison showing how bat 
calls from time expansion, 
frequency division and anabat 
detectors look. 
     The main section of the book 
is made up of all the individual 
species accounts.  A distribution 
map and a chart showing 
average emergence times 
begins each species account 
before full details on how calls 
look using batsound or analook 
software.  Various types of call 
are included including social 
and distress calls.  Parameters 
are given for minimum and 
maximum frequencies, call 
duration, peak frequency etc. 
     This is the most complete 
book you will find on the 
subject and a must have for any 
bat detector user. 
 

have the resources, but can we put things into action and provide good bat 
care? This time of year (winter) is generally quiet for bat rescues but soon it 
won’t be. So in order for the answer to be Yes, I’d urge those folk who 
attended the workshop to take the next step in the coming weeks and 
register with BCT (http://www.bats.org.uk/pages/batcare.html), continue to 
attend our events, and generally keep in the loop, perhaps via the 
Nottinghamshire Bat Group Yahoo Forum 
(nottinghamshirebats@yahoogroups.com). Perhaps you can ‘pair up’ with 
someone more experienced or just operate as an ambulance driver to begin 
with. Please don’t hesitate to seek advice though and hopefully 2013 will be 
better than 2012. Especially the weather! 
Matt Cook 

 

Janet Eames 

For many long time batworkers in Nottinghamshire the year started on a very 
sad note with the death of Janet Eames, an honorary life member of the 
Nottinghamshire Bat Group.  Derrick and Janet were there at the beginning 
of bat conservation in the 1980s when they were founder members of the 
Creswell Bat Group which later become the North Notts Bat Group.   I first 
met Janet and Derrick at a training weekend at Clumber Park and learned a 
great deal from both of them. As important as the knowledge gained was the 
‘bats come first’ attitude that was instilled upon all their trainees several 
times throughout the weekend.   Nottinghamshire’s high reputation as bat 
carers has its legacy in the pioneering work that Janet started many years 
ago. 

The following is an extract of the testimonial that Sylvia Ellis gave at Janet’s 
funeral. 

I first met Janet in 1986 when, out of the blue, a friend  invited me to go to a 
Bat Talk & Walk. It was at Sherwood Forest and Janet & Derrick gave a talk 
on Bats and led a walk around Sherwood Forest. It was a great evening and 
afterwards I joined others to thank them.    Janet was in a corner of the busy 
room quietly holding a tiny orphaned baby bat and feeding it with a little 
brush. It was amazing how she handled the small fragile life with such 
dedication and warmth. But that was Janet always quietly giving herself to 
the care of others. 

Both you and Derrick introduced and welcomed me and many others into 
your world of bats. You opened your home to us and we learnt so much about 
bat conservation and rehabilitation.  It was one of your greatest passions and 
you would fiercely defend and protect each little bat that came into your care. 
Your care was inspiring – you gave so much of your time to each individual 
life.  Rushing out at all hours on rescue calls and caring for them well into the 
night.  We spent many a night trapped in your bedroom whilst a little bat on a 
flight test stubbornly refused to land. At that point we thought OK perhaps it 
was ready to be released!! You loved to watch those lucky enough to be 
released as they flew off into the night. Those that couldn’t return had a long 
term quality home with you.  A batty five star hotel.  Much of today’s bat care 
is based on your approach, your knowledge and your experience.  Scientists 
may debate conservation but the principles of bat welfare that Janet 
developed with Derrick endures because it is based on compassion and 
valuing life. 

 

http://www.bats.org.uk/pages/batcare.html
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Downloads 

Past newsletters 
Issue 1 
http://www.southnottsbatgroup.org.uk
/PDF/snn1-181109.pdf 

Issue 2 
http://www.southnottsbatgroup.org.uk
/PDF/snn2-150210.pdf 

Issue 3 
http://www.southnottsbatgroup.org.uk
/PDF/snn3-160610.pdf 

Issue 4 
http://www.nottsbatgroup.org.uk/PDF/
nn4-26-02-12.pdf 

Sound analysis introduction 
http://www.nottsbatgroup.org.uk/batc
alls/analook.pdf 
This will give you enough 
information to set up analook 
on your PC.  It contains a link to 
some sound files to look at 
including examples of all the 
British Species.  Some members 
have had difficulties finding all 
the files in the download so let 
me know if you have problems.  
I have tested it again and it was 
working fine. 

Atlas update and Barbastelle 
Project maps 
http://www.nottsbatgroup.org.uk/PDF/
atlas_update_2013.pdf 
This is a pdf of the presentation 
given at the March bat group 
indoor meeting.  It shows the 
current maps for all the 
Nottinghamshire species and 
plots Barbastelle records from 
surrounding counties to help us 
decide where we should be 
looking in Notts. 

 

 
 
www.facebook.com/NottinghamshireB
atGroup?ref=hl 
 

We have a growing number of 
followers of our facebook page.  
We will be using this to share 
information and stories about 
bats this summer.  Many of our 
followers are not bat group 
members so this is a good way 
to spread the local bat 
conservation message. 
 
 
 
 

Geoffroy’s bat in the UK 

Many of you probably remember that back in September 2012, on the eve of 
the BCT National Bat Conference, a Geoffroy’s bat (Myotis emarginatus) was 
discovered in West Sussex. This was the first record of this species in the UK 
as it’s normally found well into Continental Europe. This obviously caused 
quite a stir at the conference! The bat was caught during a night of trapping 
on a National Trust estate in the South Downs, as part of a conservation 
project. The bat was identified by Consultant Bat Ecologist and technical lead 
on the project, Daniel Whitby. Here Daniel describes the find in his own 
words…… 

After possibly the worst years trapping I can remember the year has certainly 
ended more interestingly. The horrendous weather during April continued 
into May making any bat work difficult, some bats had no indication of even 
being pregnant when this time last year they were giving birth! Throughout 
the country reports have been of bats giving birth approximately a month 
later than last year, however with lower breeding success and apparent 
higher levels of abortions.  
  
This is however variable between the species 
and areas of the country, with many 
observations of parturition being widely 
spread out within a colony and many reports 
of individuals giving birth incredibly late in 
the year with a number of reports of 
pregnant bats and newborn pups in August. 
  
While I always monitor swarming sites, and 
have now visited this site for over 10 years, 
the poor breeding success of this year was one reason I visited this site to look 
at the proportions of juveniles, breeding and non-breeding females I caught 
that lead to the capture of the Geoffroy’s bat.  
  
This single bat was caught in a single harp trap along with approximately 80 
other bats including 6 UK Myotis species, barbastelle, brown long-eared and a 
single pipistrelle relatively early during the swarming survey around 10:30 
pm. 
  
While I have seen tens of thousands of bats in Europe this was actually a first 
for me having never seen this species before. However, I was well aware of 
the species having known it was one hypothesised as being likely to turn up 
for many years and quickly recognized the distinctive notch high up the ear 
and long straight calcar in a bat about the size of a Natterer’s. I knew it could 
only be one thing, however I was so surprised I still checked all the details in 
my ID book to make sure………….twice! 
  
Now all we need is a female! 
  
Daniel Whitby 
 
Many thanks to both Daniel, and Marian Mackinnon of Derbyshire Bat 
Conservation Group for facilitating this article.  
Matt Cook 
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Recording 

   Recording where we find bats 
is an increasingly important 
part of the bat group’s work.  
Development and major 
landscape work are a major 
threat to bats so up to date 
information on bat distribution 
is vital to ensure that bats are 
considered early in the planning 
stages for major development 
works.  In recent years wind 
farms have been springing up 
throughout the county and 
some of those that are 
currently proposed are in bat 
rich habitat.  A well kept 
database enables us to look at 
the potential impact of turbines 
and where appropriate 
comment on applications. 
   In recent years we’ve had 
many requests from ecological 
consultants asking us for data 
for clients involved in all 
aspects of development.  The 
charge we make for this has 
become an important income 
source for us.  It is a time 
consuming task to fulfil data 
requests but a recent 
agreement with the 
Nottinghamshire Biological 
Records Centre will now make 
this much easier.  All our data is 
now with the records centre 
who will complete all our data 
requests for us.  They will pay 
us an annual fee roughly equal 
to our average annual income 
which will be reviewed at the 
end of each year of the 
agreement.  As part of this 
agreement we also have access 
to the records centre database 
which has greatly added to our 
understanding of bat 
distribution in the county and 
will enable us to target 
recording more efficiently.  To 
see the difference these 
records have made follow the 
atlas update link in the 
download section of this 
newsletter. 
 
Please send copies of roost 
report forms, grounded bat 
details and bat detector records 
as soon after the event as you 
can to Michael Walker at 
nottsbatman@gmail.com 

Events coming up 
Throughout the spring and summer we organise bat walks and talks for many 
local groups.  Help is always welcome.  Some are organised by the bat group 
and others by Nottinghamshire Wildlife Trust.  Please let us know if you 
would like to help.  Transport may be available for some of these.   

April 
Sat 6th:  Bat sound analysis training (see page 1) 
Mon 8th:  Wake up your ears at Colwick Park (see page 1) 
Sat 13th:  Centre Parcs box checks (see page 2) 
Thurs 18th:  Bat walk at Mill Lakes, Bestwood for Hucknall Scouts, 8pm start. 
Meet at the entrance off Bestwood Road, near Bowden Avenue.   
Weds 24th:  Bats at Brackenhurst.  Helping the student conservation group to 
record the bats on the campus.  7.45pm start. 
 

May 
Mon 13th:  Indoor meeting and AGM. 

July 
Mon 1st:  Indoor meeting. 
Mon 22nd:  Bats and Nightjars on Budby Heath.  We will be joined by nightjar 
expert Andy Lowe who will also guide us to some of the best places on the 
heath for bats.  Last year we had great views of noctule hunting whilst it was 
still very light.  This is the best area in the county for Leisler’s bats also. 

August 
Fri 9th and Sat 10th:  Bat walk and talk at Attenborough – these are part of 
the bioblitz event that will be happening all day Friday and Saturday. 
Thurs 15th:  Bat walk and talk at Burton Joyce. 
Thurs 29th:  Bat walk and talk at Sconce Park, Newark. 
Sat 31st:  Bat walk and talk at Netherfield Lagoons Nature Reserve. 
Fri 30th:  Bat walk along Victoria Embankment (for Friends Group and public), 
7.30pm. Meet at the Playground.   
 
September 
Mon 2nd:  Indoor meeting. 
Wed 4th:  Bat walk and talk at Vicar Water 
Weds 11th:  Bat talk at Bestwood Country Park (in the classroom) 6.30pm, 
followed by a walk around Mill Lakes at 7.30pm.   
Wed 11th:  Bat walk and talk at King’s Mill Reservoir 
Fri 13th:  Bat walk and talk at Farndon Willow Holt Nature Reserve 
 
November 
Mon 4th:  Indoor meeting  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
All text by Michael Walker (and therefore mistakes!) unless otherwise 
credited 
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