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This Leisler’s bat was found in 
one of the flat type bat boxes at 
Centre Parcs during our survey 
there in October (photo by 
Matt Cook) 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Welcome to issue four of the Notts Natter.  First of all I need to make a 
grovelling apology for the extremely late appearance of this issue especially to 
Kate and Matt who have both provided articles.  Much has happened in the 
group in the last year or two including the changing of our name to the 
Nottinghamshire Bat Group, and the discovery of a new species for the County.  
I hope that this long delay in newsletter production will be a one off and that we 
will have lots to include in future editions. As always your comments, 
contributions and suggestions are welcome at the email address above. 
 

Our new name…….. 
Since the 1980’s there have been two bat groups in Nottinghamshire.  The North 
Notts group grew out of the Creswell Bat Group and did an excellent job 
promoting bat conservation in the north of the county.  In the last few years 
however membership had reduced to only a few active workers who eventually 
decided that the group should close at their AGM in April last year.  After 
consultation with our membership and with BCT it was decided that we should 
become the Nottinghamshire Bat Group and to promote bat conservation 
throughout the county.   We have the major issue of our southerly bias of 
membership at present but we hope that this is something that can be resolved 
as we become more active in the north of the county and attract new members.  
We are planning to arrange some events at the Notts Idle Valley Reserve this 
year and took part in their annual Christmas lecture last December with a talk on 
the bats of Nottinghamshire.  We are hoping to follow this up with a batwalk in 
the summer. 
 
We also took the opportunity to recognise the work of some long serving 
members of both groups.  Derrick and Janet Eames were founder members of 
the North Notts Group and are responsible for many keen bat workers active 
locally today (the author of this included!), and Sheila Wright and Margaret 
Thurgood from the South Notts Group have played vital roles in the running of 
the group for many years, Sheila as chair and Margaret as the groups principle 
bat carer.  All of the above have been made honoury life members of the new 
group as a thank you for all of their hard work and efforts on behalf of bats in 
Nottinghamshire. 

 
What’s happening soon at the NBG 
The new bat season is almost upon us and plans for various events are beginning 
to take shape.  Coming up very soon will be bat box checks at Clumber Park and 
Centre Parcs Holiday Village.  Public batwalks will begin in April so there will lots 
of opportunity to help with these.  If you have any dates please let me know or 
publicise them on the Yahoo Nottinghamshire Bats Forum (if you aren’t already 
a member of the forum you will need to create a yahoo account. More details @ 
http://pets.groups.yahoo.com/group/nottinghamshirebats/    I will also send out 
information using the regular email group. 
 

 

http://pets.groups.yahoo.com/group/nottinghamshirebats/


Bat Books 
Monographs 

 
I really like to read monographs 
about all sorts of animal 
species.  The majority of 
monographs available are 
about birds and there are 
several covering different 
mammal species.  Single species 
bat books however are a little 
thin on the ground and most 
are now out of print. 
Still in print is the excellent 
Poyser edition ‘Long-Eared 
Bats’ by Susan M Swift.  It 
contains all you need to know 
about Britain’s two long-eared 
species and is one of my more 
frequently used reference 
books.  ‘Auritus’ by Robert W. 
Howard is also about the Brown 
Long-eared bat and is written 
from the personal experiences 
of the author from a site he 
studied for 15 years. 
 

 
 
Roger Ransome is one of our 
leading experts on the Greater 
Horseshoe bat and his small 
book from 1980 is one to look 
out for in the second hand 
bookshops.  It is quite a small 
book but is packed with facts 
and some great photographs 
 
 
 
 

Neighbourly Nathusius’ 

I’ve been a voluntary bat 
warden and short-term bat 
carer/ambulance for a little 
while now and you can 
often be sent all over the 
place. In fact in one day I 
was once asked to rescue a 
bat in Grantham and then 
one beyond Ashbourne in 
Derbyshire, almost into 
Staffordshire! Unsurprisingly 
I had to reduce my radius a 
little with BCT after this. 
Bats don’t care about 
county borders though so a voluntary bat worker might easily expect to have to 
venture into ‘foreign lands’ every so often in the name of bat conservation. 

Imagine my satisfaction then when I got a call from BCT in late September of this 
year to attend a grounded bat in Sherwood, where I lived. In fact further 
enquiries deduced that it was a bat downed just a five minute walk from my 
house,  so off I set with bat transporter and bat rescue kit in hand.....on foot! 

The lady of the house duly explained how her son had found this bat in the 
bottom of a water butt as he had gone to water the garden (under duress like all 
stroppy youngsters I was told!). Luckily the water butt was almost empty as I’m 
not aware that bats are great swimmers. They’d thankfully called BCT who had 
given the standard initial advice of housing the bat carefully in a ventilated box 
with a cloth to hide under and some water, pending the arrival of someone like 
me. 

With Sherwood being pretty much the definition of urban I was expecting to find 
a common pip, or maybe a soprano. Although you can obviously never be sure - 
bats don’t read the books we’re always told - the law of averages suggests that 
more common bats are grounded more commonly especially given the habitat. I 
don’t wish for rarer bats to become grounded more often or anything – common 
pips are as enchanting as any bat - but as long as the standard of recuperative 
care remains consistent and high, a rarity is always a guilty pleasure that I think 
most bat rescuers would secretly admit to. I didn’t really expect it here though.  

Upon first glance I could tell this bat wasn’t something I’d seen in the hand 
before however. Without blowing my own trumpet (well not too much), my first 
instinct was a “Nathusii” – a real rarity in both the county and also nationwide, 
having only been considered a vagrant in the UK until the late 1990’s. It had all 
the characteristics of a pip but was just that bit bigger. But was this just wishful 
thinking? I’ve been caught out before though ‘at first glance’ so didn’t want to 
jump to any conclusions, texting other bat workers excitedly etc and then 
looking a right fool. On my walk home I pondered how it had ended up in the 
water butt – somewhat of a mystery as the lid was on – and where it might be 
headed, as this species is known for its migratory tendencies. 

Thankfully, although a little sluggish the bat seemed otherwise uninjured and I 
therefore delivered some water by pipette and over the next 24 hours fed the 
bat a few live meal worms, allowing it to get plenty of rest too. It certainly didn’t 
have the aggro temperament of the last bat I’d had, another quite rare rescue, a 
Brandt’s bat (I’m 99% sure it was a Brandt’s not a whiskered!).  



Nathusius’ Pipistrelle in 
Nottinghamshire 

 
This map shows our current 
information about Nathusius’ 
pipistrelle in Nottinghamshire.  
This is probably an under 
recorded species in the county 
and we know of other records 
which we do not have access to 
at present.  Nathusius’ 
Pipistrelle is a migratory species 
with the bulk of records 
nationally coming from May 
and September.  We have 
recorded a total of 8 bats in the 
following months: 

June July Aug Sept 

1 2 1 4 

 

Daubenton’s Rescue  

 
This Daubenton’s bat (note the 
huge feet!) was an unusual 
rescue for Lynn Victor.  It was 
found in October on the wall of 
a building in the city not far 
from the castle.  After some TLC 
it was successfully released.  
Not the species you would 
expect to find in such a built up 
area and a timely lesson to us 
all to expect the unexpected. 
(photo by Michael Walker) 
 

This Sherwood bat was certainly from the pipistrelle genus from the more 
general diagnostic features such as having a post-calcarial lobe (ruling out 
Myotids), tragus shape and size, and body size. As it seemed relatively 
accommodating and was making a good recovery and eating of its own accord I 
gently took a few diagnostic measurements and photos.  

Sure enough, the forearm of this female was 34.5mm, longer than a large 
common or soprano pipistrelle, and the fifth digit to the wrist was 44mm 
therefore meeting the diagnostic  >1.25 formula given in several books. 
Particularly apparent was also a really striking difference between the fur 
dorsally versus ventrally, as also described in the literature. To top it all off this 
bat had the characteristic collagen bar in the wing membrane as first described 
in von Helversen & Holderied (2003) distinguishing it from other pipistrelle 
species. I got a couple of good photos allowing me to examine this in detail 
without upsetting the bat, and I also got the excellent photo at the top of this 
article as the bat chomped down on a meal worm. 

 

So far this appeared to be the perfect bat rescue: walking distance from my 
house, a helpful homeowner (who allowed me to have a quick look around to 
see any signs of a roost), and a rare and interesting bat apparently uninjured. 
Indeed I believe a first in the hand of this species for the county. All I needed to 
do now was ensure she made a full recovery! 

Sure enough, just before the crazy winds took hold for a few days and assisted 
by my neighbour, a member of Derbyshire Bat Conservation Group, the bat was 
successfully released less than three days after being found. She was raring to go 
and certainly didn’t hesitate to leave my hand, giving us a few circles before 
disappearing into the night, perhaps continuing her migration. And just to make 
sure it was a Nathusius’ I recorded it echolocating at 40khz. 

Bat rescues by their very nature don’t always have a happy ending unfortunately 
but this one was a job well done I thought...... as we walked home. 

Matt Cook 
(Now of Epperstone) 
December 2011 

 

Training 
Training sessions for Natural England Roost Visitors Licenses took place during 
January and February.  18 members attended the first two sessions and seven 
took part in some field work at Creswell Crags where they learnt how to survey 
for hibernating bats.  During the survey we found a single whiskered bat and a 
Natterer’s tucked away in the tightest of gaps close to the prehistoric rock art.  
Thank you to Derrick and Janet Eames for organising this and for the hospitality 
in the café afterwards (I can recommend the cream scones very highly).   

If you are interested in training don’t worry about missing the first two sessions 
as there will be lots of chances to gain experience during the next few months. 

collagen bar 



The Nottinghamshire 
Barbastelle Project 

 
Photo Hugh Clark BCT 

 
Since our findings at Kneeton in 
2011 we have learnt of another 
Nottinghamshire record from 
2011.  Ecological consultants 
working on the site of a 
proposed wind farm recorded 
them on at least two occasions. 
We were kindly supplied with a 
copy of the recording which 
was made by a remotely 
operated SM2 detector and 
converted to the anabat 
format.  The recording below 
clearly shows the two part call 
very well.  Records were made 
on 9 June and 11 August. 

 
 
So has this species been in 
Notts for a while or is it a recent 
arrival?  Both records from 
2011 are in locations where we 
have not been actively 
searching for bats.  I have done 
some detector work in East 
Bridgford and Gunthorpe but 
have never come across 
barbastelle before.  The 
increased demand for surveys 
for wind turbines and advances 
in remote bat detectors over 
the last few years has probably 
been a major factor in the 
discovery of new sites. 
 
Lincolnshire and Leicestershire 
bat groups have been finding 
wintering bats at several sites 
some of which are very close to 
the county boundaries with 
Notts so this should give us 
some clues about where we 
should be looking.  
 
One of the records on the map 
below was from 2011 and 
recorded from the disused 
railway line near Plungar. 
 
Continued over 

Barbastelle in Notts 

In June this year the Nottinghamshire Bat Group added a new bat species to the 
county list.  To the bat group’s knowledge the Barbastelle bat, Barbastelle 
barbastellus, had never been recorded before in Nottinghamshire although we 
did know of at least one unconfirmed record from two or three years ago.  The 
barbastelle is a widespread but rarely recorded species throughout southern 
Britain but recent winter records in neighbouring counties had led us to suspect 
that they may also be a Nottinghamshire species.  The news of a nursery colony 
in Lincolnshire and hibernation records close to the county boundary also 
heightened our suspicions.  In June 2011 the bat group targeted the small village 
of Kneeton as a possible site for barbastelle.  This area was chosen for its 
location and habitat.  Barbastelle bats favour woodland close to water with trees 
of varying age to roost in.  The steep nature of the woodland has meant that 
there has been little management which has left the varied habitat required by 
barbastelle with plenty of tree roost opportunities.  They will also roost in 
buildings, of which there are many candidates in the village, and can travel 
surprising distances to forage from their roosts (up to 18km).  The Barbastelle 
has a very distinctive two part echolocation call which makes their identification 
certain if a good recording is obtained, something which can’t be said of all bat 
species so if they were present at the site we were confident of finding them.  
Using a Tranquillity II time expansion detector linked to an Edirol R-09HR digital 
recorder we struck lucky on our very first visit and recorded two barbastelle bat 
passes.  It is possible that we recorded the same bat twice but they were 
separated by about half an hour and were in different locations, one recorded 
from a woodland path and the other in the village.   

We have made several repeat visits since then and have recorded barbastelle 
again on three more evenings.  As well as barbastelle we have also recorded 
quite a few other species as can be seen from the table below, and also found a 
Natterer’s bat tree roost (see nest page).  This area has shown itself to be a very 
rich bat habitat and will keep the group very busy over the next few years.   

Recordings of the barbastelle echolocation call can be found on the 
Nottinghamshire Bat Group’s website at 
www.nottsbatgroup.org.uk/barbastelle.html. 

 B.ba P.py P.py 
Soc. 

P.pi P.pi 
Soc 

Nyc 
sp. 

N.no P.au M.na M.da Myo. 
sp. 

10/6 2 13  168    2   2 

15/6 3 11  8    1   4 

22/7  28  43 1  4 1  2* 13 

9/8 1 100 8 104 1 4**   1  48 

9/9 2 5 1 72 3  2 2 1  8 

29/9  36 30 84 13      4 

B.ba = Barbastelle,  P.py = Soprano Pipistrelle,  P.pi = Common Pipistrelle,  Nyc. sp. = Nyctalus/Eptesicus 
species  P.au = Brown Long-eared,  M.na = Natterer’s,  M.da = Daubenton’s,  Myo.sp. = Myotis species. 
Soc = social call recorded (where a social call is recorded the record is also entered in the species tally) 

The number for each species represents the number of triggers made by the bat detector and not the 
number of bats.  

* The Daubenton’s record is not 100% but the type of call (which was part social) strongly indicates this 
species (thanks to Ian Nixon from Lincolnshire Bat Group for his help with this one). 
**  The high frequency of these calls (32kHz) rule out noctule but could be Leisler’s but do not eliminate 
serotine therefore I have not listed the record as definite. 

http://www.nottsbatgroup.org.uk/barbastelle.html


 
 
 

So where do we go from here? 
A sub group recently met to 
discuss how we proceed with 
our surveys to find more 
barbastelle sites in the county 
and will present its suggestions 
at the March 5

th
 indoor 

meeting.  I hope some of you 
will be keen to take part and to 
help us find out more about the 
status of barbastelle in Notts.  
This is important as barbastelle 
are one of the higher risk 
species from wind turbines so 
the more we know the better 
we can ensure that they are 
considered in planning 
applications.  Many single 
turbine projects do not have 
the full detailed survey work of 
large schemes so it may be 
down to us to provide the 
information via comments on 
planning applications. 
 
Also Barbastelle is one of the 
high scoring species in the new 
bat SINC (Sites of Importance 
for Nature Conservation) for 
Nottinghamshire which is in the 
final stages of preparation. 
 

Midlands Bat Conference. 
There is still time to book a 
place on the conference which 
takes place at the Hayes Centre, 
Swanwick, Derbyshire on March 
10

th
 2012.  There are some 

good talks and workshops 
planned. 
 
More details from the BCT 
website @  
http://www.bats.org.uk/pages/
midlandconference.html 

During a daytime visit to the site Matt Cook made 
an excellent discovery by finding a tree roost.  He 
was alerted to the tree by chattering noises 
coming from a crack in a very narrow sycamore 
trunk.  Using an endoscope he was able to confirm 
that is was a Natterer’s bat roost.  When he 
returned later the same evening armed with infra-
red camera equipment he recorded 18 bats 
emerging from the top of the crack.  A tree this 
small could have easily been overlooked as having 
very limited potential for roosting.  When we 
visited a few days later we did not see any bats 
emerge, although there was plenty of myotis bat 
activity, but we did see a great tit roosting in the 
crack.  

Bats Don’t Read the Books 

 
 

I had another experience recently that confirmed my idea that bats are so 
individual, like humans, that their behaviour cannot be described beyond doubt 
as in some books. 

On a weekend at the end of August 2010 we noticed a bat flying around the lock 
approach over the water at Stoke Bardolph. It was daylight, in fact, a really 
bright sunny, warm day.  

On closer inspection, the bat (Daubenton’s) was flying over the water feeding, 
then landing on the footpath and eating its meal. We actually were able to stand 
within inches of the bat, watch it eat, then take off again, and it was completely 
un-nerved by our presence. It repeated this action for at least 30 minutes. 

It appeared totally unharmed and was feeding and flying well. I was surprised by 
how much more detail you could see just because it was daylight hours-you 
could see the motion of it taking prey off the surface of the water with its feet.  

The bat remained on the edge of the footpath until darkness fell, and we did 
become concerned that something maybe wrong as it didn’t seem interested in 
flying off, or finding a nearby tree to roost in. 

However, we should’ve have accepted that not all bats are the same and they 
have very different personalities and behaviour. This little bat may have been 
disturbed from its roost, or just fancied coming out to see what was happening 
by the river in the daytime- I guess we’ll never know! 
Kate McCombie 
 

All text by Michael Walker (and therefore mistakes!) unless otherwise credited 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


