
 

 
 
Issue Three – June 2010 
 
In this issue…. 
The Budby Bat Boxes. 
Bat Care Workshop. 
Tascam DR-07 Recorder. 
Books  – where to start. 
 

Creswell Crags Visit 
 

 
Several of us had an enjoyable 
and informative day at Creswell 
Crags on March 21

st
.  We met 

up with Derrick Eames who 
showed us just about all of the 
caves and advised us what to 
look for when surveying for 
bats.  We didn’t see any bats 
but found plenty of evidence to 
show that they are there.  
Derrick was keen to point out 
that we do not need to see and 
disturb bats in order to 
establish how they are using 
the caves.  We did, however, 
see lots of cave spiders which 
were appreciated to varying 
degrees! 

 
 

Natterer’s Pictures Barry Collins > 

Welcome to issue three of the South Notts Natter.  The main article for this issue 
looks at the bat boxes on Budby Heath which have been providing roost sites for 
twenty years and include a healthy population of Leisler’s Bats.   
 
As always your comments, contributions and suggestions are welcome at the 
email address above. 
 

Alcathoe Bat….not yet in Notts!  
 

In April this year it was announced that a new 
species had been added to the British list of bat 
fauna.  The Alcathoe bat Myotis alcathoe is a 
very recently described species, having been first 
identified to science in 2001 when DNA tests on 
bats studied in Greece confirmed it as new.  It is 
very similar to the already tricky to identify 
whiskered/Brandt’s bats.  The British records 
were from Yorkshire and Sussex and discovered 
by a team led by Professor John Altringham at 
the University of Leeds and Professor Roger 
Butlin of the University of Sheffield during a Europe-wide study of bat 
population ecology.  The distance between the British records would suggest 
that they are likely to be found between these areas so is another species for us 
to be on the lookout for.  Identification is not easy as differences between 
whiskered, Brandt’s and Alcathoe are slight.  The difference in dentition 
between the three species has allowed Sheila Wright to carefully examine all the 
preserved specimens at Wollaton Hall and confirmed them all as whiskered bats.  
 

Sleep disturbed in the crypt 
 

Three Natterer’s bats were 
discovered at Rufford Park 
in February hibernating in 
the crypt.  A member of the 
public was reading an 
information board when 
rusty fittings gave way   
revealing a bat sleeping 
behind it. 

Barry Collins received the call from 
Natural England and removed the bat  
to a safe crevice high up the wall.  Other 
information boards were examined and 
two more bats were found behind one 
of them.  As the board was in a similar 
condition it was decided that these bats 
should also be transferred to a safer 
roost. The boards will be re-fitted to 
allow bats to use them in the future. 



 
 

 
 
 
 
A Schwegler 2F Bat Box 

 
 
A Schwegler 1FF Bat Box 

 
 

A Leisler’s bat.  An uncommon 
species in Nottinghamshire but 
has been found in boxes at 
Budby in every year since 1997. 
Picture Bob Stebbings 

 

The Budby South Forest Bat Box Scheme 

The Site 
Budby South Forest is a 180 hectare heath in central Nottinghamshire. It is 
situated in the heart of “Robin Hood Country”, and now forms part of the 
Sherwood Forest National Nature Reserve (NNR). It is owned by the Thoresby 
Estate, and leased to the MoD as a training area. It consists of a mosaic of 
heather (Calluna vulgaris) and Wavy Hair-grass Deschampsia flexuosa,  with 
birch and oak scrub. In recent years, sheep grazing has been introduced under 
the supervision of Natural England (NE) as a way of controlling scrub 
encroachment. There are a couple of ponds on the heath, and several other 
damp areas. There are also several stands of pine, each containing a few mature 
oaks and birches. The SNBG started bat boxes schemes in two of these, Crown 
Hill Plantation (SK 619691) and Pigeon Pond Plantation (SK 609692) on 29th 
October 1990 and 29th October 1994 respectively, and these have run 
continuously ever since. Crown Hill is a low hill adjacent to one of the ponds, and 
Pigeon Pond Plantation is near to a marshy area – both were considered to be 
potentially good feeding areas for bats. 

Why bat boxes? 
There were several reasons for erecting bat boxes on the heath. It was felt that 
they would provide roosting places to replace some of those undoubtedly lost 
many years ago - when pines were planted in place of the oaks and birches that 
would originally have been there. It was also hoped that the boxes might 
provide at least a temporary refuge for any bats inadvertently made homeless 
by ongoing felling work on the Estate. Birch trees are still being removed from 
both the wooded and heathland areas of the Sherwood Forest NNR as part of 
NE’s conservation management plan to recreate pasture woodland and maintain 
open heathland. Whilst trees should of course be checked for the presence of 
bat roosts before they are felled,  the SNBG felt that it would be useful for bats 
to have some refuges in the event of any roosts being missed during such 
checks.  Thirdly, until the scheme began, very little was known about what bat 
species might be in the area - and by putting up boxes which could be checked 
regularly, it was hoped to learn more. 

The start of the scheme 
To begin with, 20 boxes – mainly standard wooden ones, with a few Tanglewood  
wedge, were erected on Crown Hill in 1990. This was followed by another 20 at 
Pigeon Pond in 1994. A few Schwegler boxes (both round 2F and flat 1FF 
models) have been added at both localities since 2002 – and today, the total 
number of boxes on the heath stands at 45. In addition, a large hibernation box 
was erected at Pigeon Pond in 2004. All of the boxes are on pines.  They are 
placed as high up the trees as possible (c. 4 - 5m), to deter potential vandalism. 
Several trees have 3 boxes, the rest singles. There is a clear drop below each box 
to ensure that bats can exit unhindered by branches or leaves. 

Checking the boxes 
For the first few years of the scheme, checks were sporadic – as various ladder 
and access problems needed to be resolved.  Since 1995, however, both sets of 
boxes have been checked twice yearly with the exception of spring 2001 when 
foot and mouth disease restrictions prevented access to the heath. 

The boxes are checked in spring (usually May) and in autumn (usually October), 
by visual inspection from a ladder.  The summer is avoided, in case bats are 
using the boxes for breeding , as we felt it would be wrong to disturb them if 
they had young.  Neither do we disturb the bats by removing them from the 
boxes to sex or weigh them.  We know that in some bat box schemes this is 

Pigeon Pond Crown Hill 



Equipment Review 
Tascam DR-07 Digital 
Recorder 

 
 
If you have, or are planning to 
get, a frequency division 
detector then you will need 
some kind of recording device 
to go with it.  The range of 
devices on the market  is quite 
large and very confusing and 
often you can pay for features 
that are not required for the 
simple task of recording from a 
bat detector.  The main 
requirements for a recorder 
are: 
 
1. A line in socket to connect it 
to the detector. 
2. An adjustable input level 
control 
3. A reasonable amount of 
storage space which will ideally 
be expandable by using 
removable memory cards. 
4. Wav format recording.  MP3 
can be used but you may have 
to convert to a wav file before 
viewing in batsound or batscan 
software. 
 
I use the Edirol R-09 which does 
the job very well but is rather 
expensive at about £280.  The 
Tascam is less than half the cost 
of the Edirol and there seems to 
be no difference in the quality 
of the recordings.  It is easy to 
use and you can very quickly 
stop a recording and start a 
new one.  The only problem I 
had was when using it for the 
first time I didn’t realise that 
you had to select the line in 
option when using an external 
microphone (bat detector) and 
ended up with lots of 
recordings of people talking.  
The Edirol does this 
automatically.  Apart from that 
small issue I have been very 
impressed with this device and 
would recommend it highly. 
Michael Walker 

done, but for our purposes – i.e. just seeing what species use the boxes and 
monitoring that they continue to do so into the future, we did not feel that such 
disturbance was warranted.  

Any damaged boxes are replaced - usually by a new box on the same tree, but 
occasionally by a box on a different tree instead. The latter is done if the box 
being replaced has had no (or very low) occupancy in its current location.  A box  
is only replaced if both it and any other boxes on the same tree are empty at the 
time of inspection – again to avoid disturbing any bats, or indeed birds, that are 
using the boxes.  Boxes get damaged mainly through rain, frost, and squirrel 
activity - incidents of vandalism have thankfully been few and far between. 

The bats 
The first bat to be found occupying a box was a solitary Whiskered/Brandt’s Bat 
in one of the Crown Hill standard boxes in spring 1993 (at that time the scheme 
on Pigeon Pond had not yet begun).  It is extraordinary that since then, no other 
Whiskered/Brandt’s bats have ever been found in any of the boxes on the 
heath! 

The following year, spring 1994, a Pipistrelle was found in one of the Crown Hill 
boxes, followed by 3 together in another box that autumn.  Pipistrelles are 
known to use bat boxes as harems in autumn, and this was considered likely to 
be such a harem. The bats were clinging to the side of the box, above a disused 
blue-tit nest that had been constructed in the spring.  Blue tits have used some 
of the boxes for nesting each year since the scheme has been running, 
Occasionally Tree-creeper nests have been found in the boxes too. 

In spring 1995, a Noctule was found for the first time in one of the Crown Hill 
boxes.  Always a thinly-distributed bat in Nottinghamshire, this was a welcome 
find.  A further 2 Noctules were found in spring 1996. In autumn 1996, 2 years 
after they were erected, the first bat to be found in the Pigeon Pond boxes 
turned up – a Pipistrelle.  In autumn 1997, the fourth species of bat to be 
discovered in the boxes turned up in one of those on Pigeon Pond  - a Leisler’s 
Bat. The presence of this nationally rare species on the heath came as a 
complete surprise, as prior to this the species had been recorded at only 5 sites 
in the county. 

The numbers increase 
Up until the end of 1997, the total number of bats of all species recorded in the 
boxes each year over the spring and autumn checks had been in single figures.  
In autumn 1998, a total of 15 bats (including Leisler’s, Noctule and Pipistrelle) 
were recorded – a record number up to that time. The annual total of bats 
found in the boxes ever since then has consistently been in double figures, 
regularly exceeding 20 bats.  Over the spring and autumn checks in 2000, 30 bats 
were recorded, in 2004 a record number of 40, and in 2007 - 31.  These have 
been our three highest counts to date – although it is entirely possible that some 
of the bats seen in the spring are the same individuals as those seen in the 
autumn of any one year. The highest number of bats for a single count was 28 in 
autumn 2004.   

Looking at individual species, the highest count of Leisler’s so far was 12 in 
autumn 2001, closely followed by 11 in both the spring and autumn of 2004. For 
Noctules, the highest counts to date have been 7 in autumn 2006 and 2007, and 
8 in autumn 2008.  For Pipistrelle spp., the highest counts have been 14 in 
autumn 2001 and 17 in autumn 2004. 

More bats are generally found in the boxes in autumn than in spring, this is 
thought to be due to the presence of autumn harems of Pipistrelles and 
Leisler’s.  Groups of as many as 9 Pipistrelles or 6 Leisler’s have been found in a 



Sound Analysis 
Most of the meeting on July 5

th
 

with be taken up by a bat call 
analysis workshop.  We will be 
looking at how to record with 
your detector, what to record 
with, how to get your 
recordings  on to a computer 
and how to identify bats using 
analysis software.  If you have a 
laptop bring it along. 

 
Brandt’s bat record 
In the Natter 2 there was a list 
of winter bat records.  The 
record of a Whiskered bat from 
Colwick in January this year was 
in fact a Brandt’s.  The 
identification was confirmed by 
an intimate examination (it was 
a male!) during a test flight in 
my large net.  I am fairly sure 
that this makes it only the 
second in the hand Brandt’s 
record in Nottinghamshire. 
 

National Moth Night 
This year the annual moth night 
was promoted to include bats 
as well.  The group helped with 
an event at Rushcliffe County 
Park on May 15

th
.  The event 

was also promoted by BCT as 
part of their Count Bat Project 
and they provided us with bat 
detectors to lend to the public.  
The evening was well attended 
with about 20 people in the 
batwalk party.  As with many 
batwalks it started slowly but 
we were soon watching a 
couple of common pipistrelle 
hunting in a small clearing.  
Everyone got a chance to see 
them and to hear several 
feeding buzzes.  Later in the 
evening we visited the lake and 
were rewarded with some of 
the best views I have ever had 
of Daubenton’s bats.  There 
were up to five visible at any 
one time and they came very 
close to the bank where we 
were standing.  The night was 
quite cool which kept moth 
numbers down but there were 
some for us to see when we 
returned to the education 
centre. 
 
 

single box in the autumn. As explained above, the bats are not taken out and 
sexed however, when the boxes are checked, so we have not proved that these 
are harems,  only that it is very likely that they are.  We have never found more 
than 3 Noctules in a single box – however, on all 3 occasions when we have 
found 3 it has been during an autumn check – so it is possible that these too are 
harems. 

Box sharing 
On only two occasions have bats of more than one species been found sharing a 
single box at the same time. The first occasion was in spring 2000, when an adult 
Leisler’s and an adult Noctule were found in the same standard box.  When two 
or more bats of the same species are found together in a box, they will 
invariably in our experience be close together, usually touching. These two, 
however, were on opposite sides of the box from each other – as far apart as 
they could get! The second occasion was the only time that the boxes have been 
checked in winter – 6th March 2005, when the air temperature was 4.6 C at 
midday, after a frosty night. Only the Pigeon Pond boxes were checked – one 
contained a Noctule,  another a Leisler’s and the third – two Leisler’s and a 
Pipistrelle spp. sharing a box. The Leisler’s were side by side on the back wall of 
the box, and the Pipistrelle on its own on the left hand wall. All were standard 
boxes, and it was interesting that they had bats in them at all on a cold winter’s 
day. 

Summary 
Since the scheme began, a total of 293 bats have been recorded in the boxes – 
156 in the Pigeon Pond ones and 137 in the Crown Hill ones  (probably not a 
statistically significant difference).  Whilst these are unlikely all to be different 
individuals, the figures show that the boxes are being very well-used. Even when 
bats are not found in a box during a check, there is usually evidence of recent 
use by bats in the form of droppings. We thus feel that the Budby South Forest 
bat box scheme is serving its purpose well,  and we hope that the bats will 
continue to use the boxes for the foreseeable future.   

Sheila Wright 

A summary chart of all Budby records from 1993 to 2009 can be found at 
http://www.southnottsbatgroup.org.uk/PDF/budbyboxes.pdf 

 

Bat Care Workshop 

Saturday 8th May saw the second Bat Care Workshop for the South Notts Bat 
group, run this year by Margaret Thurgood and Lynn Victor. It was a good turn 
out of enthusiastic folk which included representatives from the North Notts 
group and also the Lincolnshire bat group.  

Margaret and Lynn had both brought bats in to show the group and for people 
to get some experience handling them.   A big thank you needs to go out to all 
the bats for their good manners and patience with inexperienced strangers- 
Even Warren was well behaved!  Everyone got a chance to handle the bats and 
see what is involved in feeding them, decapitating mealworms mainly! 

It is very important to understand the needs of the bats when they are rescued; 
they can be frightened, de-hydrated and possibly injured.   Learning to read the 
signs and trying to help the bats as best as you can with minimal stress and 
discomfort were important points raised.  Margaret and Lynn both said that 
releasing a bat that has recovered in their care is a fantastic feeling, and proves 
that their roles are rewarding for them as well as the bat. 

http://www.southnottsbatgroup.org.uk/PDF/budbyboxes.pdf


Bat Books 
Where to start? 
I am often asked by new 
members of the group to 
recommend an introductory 
guide to bats.  There have been 
many good books on bats 
published over the years but 
many are now out of print but 
can still be found in second 
hand bookshops or online.  A 
favourite out of print book of 
mine is ‘The Lives of Bats’ by 
Yalden and Morris. 
 

 
 
A great introduction guide is 
‘Bats’ by Phil Richardson 
published by Whittet Books in 
1985 (not to be confused with 
‘Bats’ by Phil Richardson 
published by the Natural History 
Museum in 2002 which is also a 
good read).  The Whittet series 
can at first glance be taken as 
children’s books due to their 
cartoon style illustrations.  They 
are however packed full of facts 
presented clearly and written 
by well known specialists (Rob 
Strachan on water voles, Pat 
Morris on hedgehogs, Michael 
Clarke on badgers). 
 
I would also recommend ‘Bats’ 
by Dean Waters and Ruth 
Warren published by the 
mammal society.  This short 
booklet is also full of facts 
about all the British bats.  It has 
up to date sections on 
echolocation, feeding, roosting 
behaviour and conservation 
amongst many other topics. 
 
The  Mammal Society also 
publish a booklet called  ‘Which 
Bat Is It?’ which is an excellent 
guide to bat identification. 
 
Michael Walker 
 
 
 

Margaret has been a bat carer for 16 years and she admits that she had lots of 
help and advice initially, but has learnt, and is stilling learning all the time about 
bats and their needs. Margaret has several long term resident bats with her 
now, which have been rescued bats which have unfortunately not been able to 
be re-released. She says that things have changed slightly from when she first 
got involved and that the likelihood of having bats for long periods has 
decreased.  Bats usually show signs of recovery fairly quickly, or alternatively, 
the bat dies within a short time of being in captivity.  

‘Less is more’ when it comes to looking after a bat. The least interference that 
the bat gets, the more likely there will be a successful release. 

New Bat Carers? 

Although Margaret and Lynn are keen for people to understand that becoming a 
bat carer shouldn’t see you with bats that move in ‘for good’, it must be 
acknowledged that you need to be committed to caring for bats as it can be time 
consuming.  We as a group are all already interested in the conservation of bats 
and their welfare, so if becoming a bat carer is not for you, it doesn’t matter. By 
being a member of the group you have already committed to helping bats in 
many other ways.  

However, Margaret and Lynn would welcome anyone who feels that they can 
give it the time and dedication that it requires. If we as a group can increase the 
number of carers that we have, it takes a little of the pressure of a select few 
individuals that are currently looking after bats. 

The bat group is keen to get more people involved in the care of bats and the 
workshops aim is to inform people about the role and alleviate any fears people 
may have about caring for bats. Although bats are fairly small, they do require 
frequent exercising in a larger net, which can take up a bit of space in your 
home.  However, the bats don’t necessarily need to be in a large net all the time, 
just somewhere reasonably quiet and away from dogs and cats.  Spare bed 
rooms seem to be a favourite as they are warm enough but have fewer 
disturbances than other rooms in houses.  

Hopefully at the next indoor meeting we will get time to discuss if there are any 
people really interested in becoming a bat carer. It seems that some of the 
legislation maybe changing regarding having bats in your possession and we will 
try to update the group as to the legal side of things. Also, we could discuss 
purchasing some additional nets/boxes for the group as there seems to be a bit 
of a shortage at the moment.  

If you are thinking about becoming a bat carer but have more questions about 
what is involved, please contact Margaret, Lynn, Karyn or Michael. They are all 
experienced in looking after bats and can hopefully answer any questions you 
may have.  

Thanks again to Margaret and Lynn for a really enjoyable and informative 
workshop. 

Kate McCombie 

 

 

 


