
 

 
 
Issue Two – Winter  
 
In this issue…. 
Hibernation survey reports. 
Grounded bat report. 
Recording Bats.  
 

BCT Partner Group 
At our last indoor meeting 
we agreed to become a BCT 
Partner Group.  This is an 
initiative from BCT to work 
more closely with local bat 
groups.  Lisa Hundt from BCT 
will be at our April 26th 
meeting to give us more 
details and answer any 
questions we may have. 
 
Nottinghamshire 
Hibernating Bat Records 
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The South and North Notts Bat 
Groups have only recorded four 
species of bat during the months of 
November through to February.  
Daubenton’s at two sites, 
Natterer’s at three, Whiskered at 
one, pipistrelle and three and 
brown long-eared at 5 sites.  Two 
sites, Creswell Crags and Thoresby 
have recorded three species. 

 

Welcome to issue two of the South Notts Natter.  This issue, unsurprisingly, will 
mainly concentrate on bats found during the winter months.  We also have a 
report on bat rescues in and an update on our project to computerise our 
database.  Thanks to Barry Collins, David Goddard and Lynn Victor for their 
contributions.  The next issue will be out by the end of May and any 
contributions can be sent to the email address in the banner above. 
 

A cold winter……..good for bats? 
 
It would seem that the answer that question is a definite yes as bats were found 
during hibernation surveys by the group at two sites this year.  At the Rushcliffe 
hibernacula a single brown-longed bat was found tightly squeezed into one of 
the gaps in a Bat-zzz-brick on both of the survey dates (23/01/10 and 03/02/10).   
This was the first bat found here since February 2007.   
 
The other winter record for the year so far came from the Thoresby Estate when 
two Natterer’s bats were found in the structure known as the Ice House on 27 
January, the first bats found here since 2001.  
 
Few hibernation sites have been found in Nottinghamshire compared to other 
counties but there must be places waiting to be discovered.  There are just ten 
sites in our database (see below) which have recorded roosting bats during the 
months of November to February.  We have recorded bats in October and 
March which may also have been in their winter quarters but as bats are 
generally more active in these months I have decided to keep to November and 
February records for the purposes of this article.  Bats found just outside this 
period include noctule, Leisler’s and pipistrelle which have been recorded in bat 
boxes on Budby Heath in very early March and several instances of brown long-
eared bats disturbed by building work.  Bats will also be active on winter 
evenings when weather permits as shown by the many grounded bats that have 
been found during this period over the years.  
 
Five species of bat have been found (see map opposite) with a maximum of five 
bats found on a single occasion at one site.  Two of the sites are purpose made 
bat hibernacula at Rushcliffe Country Park and at Thoresby Park.  All of our 
records of pipistrelle in the winter are of bats found during building work.  
Pipistrelle bats are rarely encountered during the winter anywhere in the UK and 
avoid the underground sites favoured by other species.  My first call to an 
injured bat was a pipistrelle that had been injured by a plumber who was cutting 
a hole through a cavity wall to fit pipes.  Unfortunately the drill seriously injured 
the bat which was hibernating in the wall cavity.   
 
Trees are used as winter roosts by all the species we have in the county and are 
the preferred type of roost for noctule, Leisler’s and probably common and 
soprano pipistrelle. 
 
 



 
 

 
Two views of Rushcliffe 
Hibernacula.  Occasionally the 
entrance is flooded and water 
can extend up to the first brick 
wall (A on the plan).  Care has 
to be taken when walking along 
the flooded section as it is a 
popular site for over wintering 
smooth newts. 
 

 
A Norfolk Bat Group Bat-ZZZ-
Brick as used in the Rushcliffe 
and Thoresby hibernacula. 
 

 
A  brown long-eared bat at rest 
with its ears tucked under it’s 
wings.  This can make 
identification difficult at times 
especially when it is tucked 
tightly into a narrow crevice.  
The tragus can be mistaken for 
an ear. (pic. Eric Palmer) 

 
 
 
 

Winter Bat Records 
Species Date Location Notes 

Daubenton’s 19/03/94 Thoresby Ice House 1 bat found in ceiling crevice. 

Daubenton's 24/01/01 Thoresby Ice House 3 bats found in ceiling crevice.  

Daubenton's 21/02/01 Thoresby Ice House 3 bats found in ceiling crevice. 

Daubenton's 12/02/03 Thoresby Old Ice House 1 bat found in narrow vent in ceiling 

Daubenton's Regular Cresswell Crags Church Cave. 

Whiskered 07/01/10 Timber yard, Colwick 1 bat roosting in timber stack. 

Natterer's 14/02/04 Mapperley Tunnel 1 bat. 

Natterer's 24/01/01 Thoresby Ice House 1 bat found in ceiling crevice. 

Natterer's 21/02/01 Thoresby Ice House 1 bat found in crevice. 

Natterer's 27/01/10 Thoresby Ice House 2 bats found in crevice. 

Natterer's Regular Cresswell Crags Church Cave. 

Common Pipistrelle 24/02/99 House, Clifton In cavity wall, injured by building work. 

Pipistrelle sp 22/01/02 House, Cotgrave In cavity wall. 

Pipistrelle sp 27/02/96 House, Forest Fields 1 bat in roof found work to water tank. 

Brown Long-eared 14/02/04 Mapperley Tunnel 1 bat and a BLE skull found 

Brown Long-eared 17/01/01 Rushcliffe Hibernacula 2 in bat bricks. 

Brown Long-eared 18/02/01 Rushcliffe Hibernacula 3 in bat bricks. 

Brown Long-eared 17/02/07 Rushcliffe Hibernacula 
 Brown Long-eared 23/01/10 Rushcliffe Hibernacula 1 in bat brick. 

Brown Long-eared 03/02/10 Rushcliffe Hibernacula 1 in bat brick. 

Brown Long-eared 21/02/01 Thoresby Ice House 1 bat found in crevice. 

Brown Long-eared 28/02/09 Thoresby Hibernacula 1 bat. 

Brown Long-eared Regular Cresswell Crags Church Cave. 

 

Rushcliffe Country Park Hibernacula 
This purpose built structure was completed in 1992 from a design by Dr Robert 
Stebbings.  It is a tunnel constructed from 38, 1.2m long sections of 2m diameter 
concrete pipe.  There is an end chamber which is approximately 4m wide x 5.5m 
long x 3m high.  The original plan showed an air vent in the ceiling of the end 
chamber which was omitted when the hibernacula was built.  Its absence often 
means that the tunnel is too warm in all but the coldest winters.  Roosting 
spaces are created with bat bricks, timber battens and five brick walls which 
have been built with lots of gaps and a rubble infill.  Maintenance is now 
required as many of the bat bricks have now fallen off the walls, especially in the 
end chamber.  I also noticed in February how dry the air seems to be in the end 
chamber.  Hibernating bats require a high humidity and I fear that unless we can 
improve this then one or two bats are all we are likely to find.  Although only a 
few bats have been found in the winter, droppings show that it is used 
frequently by brown long-eared bats. 

 
 
Thoresby Hibernacula 
The hibernacula at Thoresby was built in 
2000/2001 close to the hall.  It recorded 
its first bat, a brown long-eared in 
February 2009.  It is a similar structure 
to the one at Rushcliffe but much 
shorter at about 22m.  The end chamber 
is 12m x 3m and has a stone wall at the 
end full of cavities.  The humidity is high 
with constant drips from the ceiling. 
The end chamber of Thoresby Hibernacula (left) and looking back from the end 



Creswell Crags 

 
Creswell Crags is a small 
limestone gorge honeycombed 
with caves and small fissures 
and has been used by bats for 
thousands of years.  Early 
Mesolithic remains of 
Natterer’s, whiskered, brown 
long-eared and Barbastelle 
have been found here in the 
company of beavers, wolves 
and aurochs to name just a few! 
The group have the opportunity 
to explore the Crags on Sunday 
March 21

st
.   Derrick Eames 

from the North Notts Bat Group 
has been surveying the caves 
for many years and will be our 
guide.  Contact Michael Walker 
for details. 
www.creswellcrags.org.uk 

 
 
 

 
The entrance to Glenfield 
Tunnel (D Goddard). 

 
A brown long-eared bat 
roosting close to the ground in 
Glenfield Tunnel (D Goddard) 

chamber (right) 

 
 
The Thoresby Ice Houses 
Although known as the ice house it is in 
fact all that remains of an earlier 
Thoresby Hall.  It’s very small, 5m x 3m 
with two alcoves.  Despite its small size it 
has recorded three species of bat; 
Natterer’s, Daubenton’s and brown long-
eared.   

 
 
 
There is another site on the estate which is 
known as the old ice house which was re-
discovered in 2002 after being buried for many 
years.  This is a long brick tunnel with a fireplace 
at the end which makes this almost certainly not 
an ice house as well.  A single Daubenton’s bat 
was found in a vent in the ceiling in here in 
2003.   Many of the bats of Thoresby no doubt 
use the large areas of woodland as winter roost 
sites especially the magnificent ancient oaks 
with all of their nooks and crannies. 
 

 

Glenfield Tunnel 6th February 2010  

David Goddard 

Through work I was given the chance to visit the Glenfield tunnel on the edge of 

Leicester which is a known bat hibernation site. The tunnel is an old railway 

tunnel approximately 1.3 km long and was constructed by Stephenson and is 

currently disused. There are a series of pepper pots venting the tunnel along its 

length, one end has a lockable steel door with some small entrance holes that 

could be used by bats (see photo opposite) and the other end is bricked up. 

Whilst there three brown long-eared bats were located, two nestling between 

the new concrete supporting structures and the original brick walls of the 

tunnel. These concrete supports had been recently constructed and the third 

was hanging from rubble on the floor so it was only just above the ground (see 

photo opposite) in a very open position. 

 

http://www.creswellcrags.org.uk/


Book Review 
 

 
 
Ecology and Conservation of 
Bats in Villages and Towns 
Matthias Simon, Sandra 
Huttenbugel and Janna Smit-
Viergutz 
ISBN 978-3784336190 
Available from alanaecology.com 

 
Not a title that trips off the 
tongue but a very interesting 
read indeed.  It documents a 
five year study of the bats 
around the town of Marburg in 
Germany, an area of 1262km

2
.  

Whilst it is packed full of data it 
is still very readable and there 
are many things a small bat 
group can learn about 
conducting surveys.   The 
section on the requirements of 
summer roosts for bats is 
especially informative as most 
of the species covered we have 
here as well.  A section at the 
end of the book, ‘How 
successful is the creation of 
new roosting opportunities’, 
takes a look at the many ways 
buildings can be enhanced as a 
roosting site. 
 
Michael Walker 
 

 
 

Summary of bat rescue activity: update Feb 2010 

This is the first time we have reported fully on bat rescue activity undertaken by 

members of the South Notts Bat Group. I have been rescuing bats for ten years 

now (total of 118 bats rescued), since Margaret Thurgood asked me to help out 

in 1999.  Both Margaret and Sylvia Ellis have been caring for bats for many years, 

and both are now trying not to take any more in, and have a well earned rest! 

They are still busy though caring for several permanent captive bats as they 

enter old age, and Margaret still ended up taking in a few local bats during 2009.   

2009 was a fairly typical year for bat rescues, with several members of the Bat 

Group collecting 15 bats, looked after mostly by myself and Margaret. 

During 2009 I looked after 9 bats, collected between March and December, and 

all common pipistrelles. Margaret Thurgood took in 3 bats and Karyn Stander 

also took in 3. 

Of these 15 bats 8 were adult, 9 were male, 1 female, 5 unknown.  One died on 

the evening of collection, one died within two days and two a few weeks later. 

Five bats were successfully released, and three are still captive.  

So far during 2010 I have taken in four bats: two common pipistrelles, a 

whiskered/Brandt’s and a brown long-eared. One of the pipistrelle bats is a 

female collected from the Cedar Wildlife Sanctuary in Kirkby, which they 

collected in December 2009 from a care home in Mansfield. This bat has no 

injuries and will hopefully be released. I have taken in more bats than usual this 

winter, which may be due to the prolonged cold spell and bats attempting to 

move to a different place for hibernation. 

The whiskered bat still needs careful examination to confirm whether it is a 

whiskered or Brandt’s. This was a male collected by Paul Stone from a timber 

yard in Colwick, and assumed to be a British bat. The bat could have entered the 

timber stack after arrival in Colwick, as the timber was unwrapped for a while 

before the bat was found. This bat flew well on a recent test flight at Margaret’s 

and will be released when the weather warms up. 

The brown long-eared bat was an unfortunate story. It was found grounded in 

Leicestershire by a Nottingham resident whilst out walking, who brought it back 

to his house. Unfortunately he didn’t contact the bat group until 5 days later, 

and I arranged to get the bat and take it to Jenny Harris in Leicestershire.  But 

the bat had a broken forearm with exposed bone, and was taken to an 

emergency vet for euthanasia. 

Looking further back 2008 was also a fairly typical year for bat rescues. During 

2008 I took in 10 bats: 9 common pipistrelles and one Daubenton’s from Holme 

Pierrepont (collected by Paul in December 2008). Of these 10 bats, 7 died and 3 

were released. Margaret took in three bats, two common pipistrelles and one 

Natterer’s, which is still captive. 

2007 was the busiest year yet, with a total of 41 bats between myself and 

Margaret, we think due to the extremely wet spring and summer which led to 

many baby bats turning up all over the place. I took in 27 bats, three whiskered 



Recording Bats 
I believe that recording the 
distribution of the bats of our 
county to be very important.   If we 
don’t know where bats are then 
how can we protect them!  This 
was brought home to me recently 
when I compiled a list of records 
and made comments on a wind 
farm proposal in the Trent Valley.  
As we had quite a few records from 
the surrounding area I was able to 
comment on their provisional 
findings and inform them that 
there are roosts nearby that 
require consideration.  The report I 
was commenting on mentioned a 
lack of noctule records which I was 
able to correct.   
 
To try and make it as easy as 
possible to submit records I have 
devised a simple excel spreadsheet 
which can be downloaded from our 
website at: 
  
http://www.southnottsbatgroup.or
g.uk/SNBGrecordingform.zip. 
  
Records are welcome in whatever 
way you find the easiest so long as 
they include the detail we need. 
 
The map below shows the coverage 
of records on computer so far.  We 
hope that during 2010 we will have 
an up to date database of 
Nottinghamshire’s bats. 
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For the purposes of this map 
common and soprano pip are 
treated as one species as many 
records either pre date the split or 
the exact species was not 
established.  Whiskered and 
Brandt’s bats are also linked 
together. 

 

and the rest common pipistrelles. Ten of these were young babies and most 

subsequently died. Eight bats were released. Margaret took in 14 bats, including 

a pipistrelle from Scarborough which holiday makers had brought back to 

Nottingham. 

Margaret and Sylvia ran an excellent training day in 2009 for Bat Group 

members, covering all aspects of bat care, which we hope to follow up this year.  

We don’t know yet what the weather and bat world will bring us this year, so we 

need to be prepared! I’d like to take this opportunity to thank all those who 

have helped to collect bats, which is a huge help.                                 

Lynn Victor 

Bob the bat flies again. 

In October this year I was called with regard to a bat that a local livery had fished 

out of their field pond. They first noted the little fella floating motionless on the 

surface of the pond when they put the horses out in the morning. They decided 

that the bat was obviously dead, drowned. Leaving the bat to its watery grave 

they left to carry on with their day. Returning to put the horses away for the 

night they had a quick check on the morning’s corpse.  

To their surprise the bat was flapping his wings trying to escape the water 

surface, clearly still alive. A rescue was carried out, the bat fished out and placed 

in a bucket and taken back to the farmhouse. Several calls later via the RSPCA 

they ended with a bat group rescuer who passed them on to me. 

The resulting phone interrogation led the warden to the obvious conclusion, no 

way was this bat going to see the night out.  

Work commitments meant an immediate response to site was not possible so 

instructions were given to put the bat in a shoe box and to place the box next to 

the AGA. This wisdom was dispatched along with a promise to call to arrange 

collection of the patient (probable corpse!) the following morning. 

Dawn broke and the promised phone call was made to be informed that the bat 

was amazingly still alive and very active, the instruction was given to return the 

bat to the side of the oven in anticipation of its collection in the evening.  

Arriving on site I was amazed to see a healthy and very active bat, now bone dry 

and looking so well that it took no time for the bat to take to the night skies with 

no adverse affects from its 24 hour cold bath.  

This goes to demonstrate just how adaptable and well equipped these not so 

delicate animals are. 

Finally the reason for the bats name - What do you call a bat flapping about in a 

pond - Bob!!!'!! 

Barry Collins 

 

http://www.southnottsbatgroup.org.uk/SNBGrecordingform.zip
http://www.southnottsbatgroup.org.uk/SNBGrecordingform.zip

